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From the Rector:   Three Vignettes from Norwich 
 

One:  John frequented Norwich Cathedral and the City Library for 40 years. He was homeless, at times suffering se-
vere mental illness and was known for muttering off-color complaints through liturgies. He called everyone, without 
exception, Sid. When he died this fall the Cathedral celebrated a solemn high requiem for him, with all pomp and 
circumstance, former choir members attending from all of England. It’s the kind of service usually reserved for a Lord. 
The last shall be first.  
 

Two: A small parish church in central Norwich turned the back third of its nave into a coffee shop where payment is 
optional for food and drink. Many eat for free but the shop still turns a profit. The parish is thriving because of this 
ministry, parishioners volunteering at the cafe during the week and worshiping on Sunday.  
 

Three:  On Saturday Nov. 12 I held a quiet day at St. Julian’s. We listened to Julian of Norwich’s Revelations, wrote 
our responses, and shared reflections. The temperature in the nave hovered at 50 because energy costs have forced 
most parishes to leave buildings unheated, yet 40 attended. People spoke 
frankly of the suffering God had allowed in their lives, and wondered about 
the accompaniment of divine love through their pain, yet without resolving 
it. It was a moving, truthful and intimate community. 
 

These experiences from my six days in Norwich stand out as revelations of 
divine love. Returning to St. Matthew’s, I am enthused to begin Advent 
with all of you on Sunday Nov. 27. Whereas Lent invites us into personal 
reflections, Advent invites us into the terrible yearning of humanity, and 
creation itself, for God. We suffer the gap between what we have 

Christmas Services at  

St. Matthew’s 

Join us as we celebrate the  

Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

December 24—Christmas Eve 

4:00 pm Festal Eucharist with 

Christmas Pageant  

All children of the parish are invited to par-

ticipate in the telling of the Christmas Story. 
 

8:00 pm—Festal Eucharist with Choir 

This service includes choral anthems,  

congregational hymns, and works for organ. 

 

December 25—Christmas Day 

10:00 am  Service of Holy Eucharist 

Continued on page 2 
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Advent Opportunities for Silence and Reflection 
 

• Lunchtime Lectio  Thursdays at 11:30 pm in the Education Building— Join Will Lee and others to “pray” one of the 
lectionary readings for the upcoming Sunday. 

 

• Advent Quiet Day  Saturday, December 10, 10am to 4 pm Embrace the wait-
ing of the Advent season as we gather for a time of “retreating” from the 
world to make space for silence, stillness, wondering, wandering, prayer, 
conversation and more.  During the times of silence there will be a nativity 
scene for reflection, journaling pages, items to create, coloring pages and 
mandalas to capture your feelings and reflections of the day. The day will 
be led by Jan Krause, a certified spiritual director and counselor in Chapel 
Hill.  A boxed lunch, refreshments and materials are included in the $25 
suggested offering.  Register at https://tinurl.com/AdventQD to register.   

made of our human world and God’s intention. We grieve how far sin has distorted us, how absent God is 
in our relations. Such grief is actually our sharing in, our mirroring of, (continued)  
(continued from page 1)   God’s great yearning for us, deeper than creation itself. We don’t have answers or 
clever solutions to any of this, but in   spiritual poverty, we watch wait. We keep silence, hold vigil. 
 

Brothers and sisters, if we make our hearts big with this Advent waiting, we will have receive anew the com-
ing of God’s Word at Christmas, always creative, ever new. This Word is something we can never predict or 
control or even expect. Yet with this Word we find new ways to be in our world; we receive new values, we  discover a 
different light. We end up doing things that are revelations of God’s love here and now, in the Piedmont of North 
Carolina. 
 

I urge you to make time this Advent for silence and reflection — maybe just 10 minutes a day. Keep a daily journal by 
writing a note to God each day about your daily life. Pray the Daily Office. Meditate. Commit to a walk each day.  
 

God bless us all in this holy season, watching and waiting. 

Advent Jazz Vespers 
  Sunday, Dec 11, 4:00 pm   

For centuries, people have asked God 
for guidance and care as day turns to 
night. At this uplifting service we ask 
God to refresh, inspire, and call us to 
action. Enter into the songs, medita-
tions, scripture, and silence as you feel 
so moved. Breathe deep, be still, and 
know that you are beloved. May God 
bless you in this time of prayer. Our 
musicians are the jazz pianist and bass 
player from the music faculty at UNC-
Chapel Hill.  

Continued from page 1 

https://tinurl.com/AdventQD%20to%20register.


December 2022                                                                Page 3 

FEST Is Here!! 
December 3, 10 am to 2 pm 

 

Everyone is invited to come for a rousing day of fun and fellowship, sharing and feasting at 
our annual FEST. There will be a scrumptious bake sale, with cakes, cookies, candies, 
canned goods and warm beverages to sit and visit for a spell. 
 
A small silent auction including a refurbished doll house and some small quilts will take 
place in the Fellowship Hall.  We’ll also be offering hand-stenciled slates from the original 
St. Matthew’s roof, as well as St. Matthew’s sweatshirts for sale. 
 
Surprise Boxes, Wreaths and Roping will be available for pick up. If you can’t pick up that day, you can pick up after 
church on Sunday. 
 
There will be a holiday cupcake walk at 10:30 am for the kids. All children are welcome, and the cost is $1.00 per 
child. We’ll have enough “walks” so that everyone leaves with a cupcake. 
 
And Soul Cake will be returning to play their lovely folk music holiday tunes. 
 
All proceeds from FEST will be donated to local non profit organizations. Don’t forget to bring your checkbooks. 
We’ll have a credit card option available too. 
- Lisa Frost-Phillips+ 

Christmas Pageant 
Follow the star as we journey with the shepherds, the animals, the Holy Family, and the Magi in our annual  

Christmas Pageant offered by the children of the parish. 
 

Children of all ages are invited to help us retell the story of Jesus’ birth at 
the 4:00 pm service on Christmas Eve.  There are both speaking and non-
speaking roles available for any child who would like to participate.  All 
those with speaking roles must be able t attend one or both rehearsals on: 

• Saturday, December 18th at 9:15 am         
• Friday, December 23rd at 3:30 pm 

Please contact Stephany Lazo (formation@stmatthewshillsborough.org) to 
sign up.   

Sunday Forums in Advent 

Advent II (Dec 4):  The River Rises, the Mountains Speak   Robert+ will lead an Advent poetry reading and conversa-
tion reflecting on the universal desire for connection and healing, and prophetic anger at its absence. 
 

Advent III (Dec 11):  Advent Intersections  Lisa+ will lead an exploration of some of the themes of the Advent sea-
son.  Then we’ll write our own Advent collects based on the five parts mentioned in her sermon in November: Ad-
dressing, Describing, Petitioning, Hope or Yearning, and Interceding Conclusion. It sounds hard but it’s a beautiful, 
gentle way to open yourself up to the season and its intersection with your life. 
 

Advent IV (Dec 18):  Merrily on High   Come to sing carols together and learn about their histories.   
 

We look forward to this time of learning and “quieting” together. 
- Robert+ & Lisa+ 
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Community Volunteer Opportunity 
Burwell School Historic Site is looking for weekend docents.  Interested?   

Contact Sharon Ringwalt or Kat Kischner at the Burwell School. 

From the Director of Christian Formation: 
 

The holidays really snuck up on us! Thanksgiving has already passed and we are full on into 
Advent. It’s such a paradoxical time, where we must patiently wait yet have tons to do and 
can easily feel rushed. Hopefully, our weekly lighting of the Advent candle will help center 
us during this often stressful season.  
 

Be sure to use your Advent calendar to help guide you through this month. Here is a break-
down of what our month has to offer.  
 

Children’s Music Program:  This month, we will gather to practice and sing a Christmas 
Carol! Mark your calendars for December 11 & 18! Practice will be from 9am-9:15  
in the Education Building, followed by the regular education hour.    
Angela Lewellyn will be leading our Children’s Music program!  
 
Recruitment for Winter/Spring Semester:  In January, we will be revisiting  

our training and goals for Children’s Formation in the new year.  As part of this, I want to reach out  
and ask if you might be interested in teaching or assisting with Godly Play, Growing in Christ, or  
Youth Group. Part of our intergenerational mission is to share our faith with those younger than us. I would love to 
have you be a part of our team.  
- Stephany Lazo 

Poinsettia Donations 

                                                 We welcome financial contributions to help with the cost  
                                     of purchasing poinsettias to “deck the halls” of the church for Christmas.   
                              The suggested amount is $10.  Please sign up online by clicking here.  There are  
also sign-up sheets in the Parish House and Fellowship Hall.  Checks should be made payable to “St. Matthew’s Epis-
copal Church” with “poinsettias” in the memo line.  They can be dropped in the offering plate, dropped off in the 
parish office during office hours, or mailed to the church (PO Box 628, Hillsborough, NC 27278).  Names of those 
honored and/or remembered will appear in the bulletin at Christmas. The deadline for donations is Tuesday,  
December 20.   

Altar Guild 
The church year is flying and we are already in the season of Advent and looking toward to Christmas. The Altar 
Guild is planning for one of our most beautiful celebrations of the year.   
 

Our Advent wreaths arrived promptly on the Sunday after Thanksgiving.  It will take extra hands for the holidays. 
Members, please check the schedule for services that could use extra hands. Remember to donate your greenery to use 
as we decorate. We would love your donations of clean cuttings from your yards and gardens. Please leave them in 
bags at the Sacristy door on December 21 or 22 morning. 
 

We will be decorating the church for Christmas on Thursday, December 22, at 1:00 pm and look forward to welcom-
ing any church members that would love to help.  
 

Remember that you may honor or remember a loved  one by purchasing a poinsettia for the Christmas services. More 
information on that below.   
 

Thanks for your support of our activities.  We wish you all a peace filled Advent and a holy Christmas. 
- Kathy von St. Paul & MaryAnn Plambeck 

mailto:alewellyn@elon.edu
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1ccADPqgrK5rEylNippWmi_L5girAsNjQ3Jme-bhxfSU/edit
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Daughters of the King 
 

The DOK is growing in love and faith. We pray daily for all the church prayer requests and welcome your requests. 
Notify me by email or phone for special requests, mamacarter54@yahoo.com or 919-245-1778. These prayers are com-
pletely anonymous and we hold any information shared with our group as sacred. We also accept requests for an alias, 
knowing that God knows the needs. 
 

We are studying The Drawing of This Love:Growing in Faith with Julian of Norwich by Robert Fruehwirth as our first 
book study. Our group was chartered on Pentecost this year and claimed our name as The Julian of Norwich Chapter 
of the Order of the Daughters of the King. It seems fitting that we avail ourselves the opportunity to learn from our 
namesake and the expert that we have access to here at St Matthew’s. We look forward to our first discussion with 
Robert in December. Hopefully, we will find guidance and clarity for some of the showings. 
 

We pray that all of St Matthews is blessed with a holy Advent and Christmas. 
- Kathy von St Paul  

St. Matthew’s Prayer List 
We pray for all who are sick, or in any need or trouble, remembering especially the following 
members of our parish family: Mildred Pruessing, Lois Horn, Tom Vail, Molly Zaragoza, Jim 
Fesperman, Ann Burdette, Daisy Huffman, Champe Davis, Andy & Barrie Wallace, Carol Par-
rent, Kathy Coward, Sandy McBride, Nancy Harris, Hunter Taylor, Paul Enquist & Camille 
Izlar, Meyrick & Jennifer Peak, Jamie Huntington Meath, Katharina Benedikt, Ann Kenney, 
Glenn Sumner, Jim Charton & Yvonne Petitmaire, Becki Horne, Suzanne Maupin  
 
And these others for whom our prayers are desired:  Betsy Zaragoza, Harry Dula, Knox Efland, 
Amy Bradley, Maddie Powers, Nancy Whitworth, Melanie Maupin, the Tuckers and Spurlock 
families, Elise Heyda, Benny Whitted, Christopher Charton, Savannah Fonvielle, Tom Roberts, 
the family of Persio Logos, Ron Marcouillier, Aspen & Robin, Abbey Carlson, Emma Carlson, 
the family of John Charton, Robbie & Doug, Melanie Fairbrother, the family of Vito Petruzellis, Debbie & Hailey 
Parente, Larry & Ginny Hedlund, the family of Jean Patterson, and Pastor Donald Holman, Jr.  

 Junior Warden Updates 
 

Rectory Renovation 
It may seem like things are quiet on the Rectory front, but there is much activity going on behind the scenes.  We have 
received approval from the Hillsborough Historical Society to replace the upstairs windows.  The windows have been 
ordered and will hopefully be here soon!  Meanwhile, we received some preliminary plans for reconfiguring the out-
door space to resolve the drainage issues and options for the primary bathroom and closet updates.  Aside from getting 
the upstairs windows replaced ASAP, most of the work will not begin until after the new year.   
 

Balcony 
Additional work on the balcony has been postponed until after the holidays to ensure maximum seating and minimal 
disruption.  It was determined the balcony is safe for seating, although half of the seating is closed off due to the loose 
railing.  The half closest to the stairs is open for business!  
 

Pew Repair 
You may have noticed we have a damaged pew on the left side of the church. Our own Will 
Peschau has been working on repairs to the pew.  At the time of this writing, the repairs were in 
progress, but I expect by the time you read this, the pew will be fully functional again! 
 

If you have questions about any of these projects, please do not hesitate to call or email!  (919-
345-1098 fishercjs@gmail.com) 
- Chris Peterson 

mailto:mamacarter54@yahoo.com
mailto:fishercjs@gmail.com
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Special thanks to… 
 

 Madeline Liddicoat & Allison Bass for organizing and 
leading the 2023 Stewardship Campaign;    

 Charles Thomas for putting out Veterans’ Day flags on 
the graves of those who served in the armed forces;  

 Will Perschau for using his skills to repair the pew in the 
church that was splitting.   

 Jeff Thompson and the members of the Racial Justice & Rec-
onciliation Committee for organizing the Pauli Murray 
Mondays that culminated in a trip to the Historic 
Chapel at Church of the Cross in Chapel Hill, and to 
Brooks Graebner for sharing the history of the Rev. Dr. 
Murray and her connection to our parishes. 

 Fran Castillo for bringing to life the words of the Rev. 
Dr. Pauli Murray in the sermon on Sunday, Nov 20th; 

 

We extend sympathy to … 
 Jim Charton & Yvonne Petitmaire at the death of Jim’s 

brother, John Charton; 
 Suzanne Maupin at the death of her aunt, Jean Patterson 
 the families of Persios Logos and Benjamin Skaggs 

Stewardship Campaign Update  

 

The annual stewardship campaign 
has raised $404,002 as of this writ-
ing, which is 89% of our goal for 
2023.  We are continuing to accept 
new pledges for the coming year.   
 

We want to thank our fantastic can-
vassers for their efforts to support 
his campaign:  Allison Bass, Betty Eidenier, Betty Wolfe, 
Bill Kodros, Blythe Thompson, Chris Peterson, Chris 
Ringwalt, Edward Wright, Elizabeth Hayes, Jasmine 
Trinks, Jill Hofler, Jim Charton, Lindsay Efland, Maria 
Costello, Ran Hamner, Rick Brewer, Robb Smylie, and 
Sharon Maupin.   
 

We are blessed to have an wonderful league of volunteers 
who give generously of their time and talents to help run 
programs.  We are fortunate to be a growing parish with 
an increasing number of young families seeking to grow 
in Christ.  We are so lucky to gather at a beautiful and 
historic campus. We thank you for continuing to support 
St. Matthews in the past, present, and future so that this 
special congregation can flourish for generations to 
come.   
 

Many thanks, 
Madeline Liddicoat,  
Vestry Liaison for Stewardship  

A Note from Nancy Harris 
What a surprise my accident and subse-
quent surgery was for me and my fami-
ly! It seemed as though every time I 
would have have a particularly discour-
aging day, I would  receive a bundle of 
cheery cards or uplifting emails from 
my St Matthew's family. I face a long recovery but the 
worst is over and I am grateful to all of you for support-
ing me through the difficult times. 

I am especially grateful to the members of the Shawl 
Ministry for pitching in and  covering for me as weeks 
merged into months.  My goal was to knit again, even 
before brushing my teeth independently. Last night I 
managed to knit two rows of a lap robe. I also brushed 
my teeth but the garner stitch was my big victory. Thank 
you for your prayers and live.  
- Nancy 

Congratulations to… 
 Hayley Wood and Sam Wim-

berly on their recent nup-
tials, and a special thanks 
to Lisa Frost-Phillips+ for 
officiating and making it 
such a beautiful and mean-
ingful ceremony. 

 Gail Pearson on the birth of 
her grandson, Parker David 
Goodling. 

PARISH OPERATING BUDGET STATUS  

as of the end of:  October 2022 (83%) 

 EXPENSES: Budgeted Spent % 

Work Outside the Parish $63,329 $50,048 79% 

Maint. & Improvements $72,925 $57,151 78% 

Clergy-related $183,051 $146,819 80% 

Administrative $93,402 $79,459 85% 

Christian Ed. Program $63,032 $43,235 69% 

Worship-related $51,455 $38,749 75% 

Total Expenses: $527,194 $415,460 79% 

 INCOME:  Budgeted  Received % 

Plate/Gift Offerings Received $60,000 $63,331 106% 

Pledge Payments $447,200 $362,860 81% 

Other $22,100 $23,045 104% 

Total Income : $529,300 $449,237 85% 
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Faith & Arts  

Celebrate Old Christmas with the Women’s Singing Circle 
Friday, January 6 at 7:30 pm 

 
The St. Matthew's Women's Singing Circle invites you to celebrate Old Christmas with them on Friday,  January 6, at 
7:30pm for a Faith & Art Concert in the church. Old Christmas is when we hold our breath as the Twelve Days of 
Christmastide end and the Season of Epiphany begins. Old Christmas is when we listen for the voice of the natural 
world and the voice of the Spirit to speak to us. 
 
So come. Listen with us, listen to us. We will offer traditional, original, and contemporary songs of this special turn-
ing when the stars and the elements tremble with glee. You can hear it in the African American carol: “Hurry on my 
weary soul, I heard from Heaven today,” and in Bruce Cockburn's: “You can't tell me there is no mystery, it's everywhere I turn.” 
You'll hear it from Andrea Moore who will be our special guest, her voice embodying "O Holy Night" with awe and maj-
esty. And you'll hear it from the circle's resident poet Cindy Stevens whose words will be interspersed with our songs.  
 
This will be the first time we 
have sung in concert since 
2017. We are looking for-
ward to the night and hope 
you will be there. Tickets will 
be on sale beginning in  
December.   
- Mary Rocap 


