
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
December 24, 2022  ❖  8:00 pm

FESTAL EUCHARIST - Rite II

St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church ❖ Hillsborough, NC

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II
VOLUNTARIES

Harp Of the Father's Love Begotten; 13th Century Plainsong, Mode V
Harp O Come, O Come Emmanuel; Plainsong
Organ In dulci jubilo; Dietrich Buxtehude
Soprano Jesu Bambino; Pietro Yon
Harp It Came Upon the Midnight Clear; Richard S. Willis
Organ Tomorrow shall be my dancing day; James Biery
Choir Ding, dong, merrily on high; arr. Charles Wood*
Harp Greensleeves; Traditional English Folk Song
Organ Es ist ein Ros' entsprungen; Johannas Brahms
Soprano O holy night; Adolphe Adam*

*Texts may be found on pg. 4 of the bulletin.

+HYMN IN PROCESSION Hymnal, No. 83 (Vv. 1-3, 6)

THE WORD OF GOD

+THE ACCLAMATION & COLLECT FOR PURITY BCP, 355
Celebrant Blessed be God:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen.
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+GLORIA Hymnal, No. 96

+THE COLLECT OF THE DAY BCP, 212

THE LESSONS

Old Testament Isaiah 9:2-7
Psalm, sung by the Choir on behalf of all. 96; Anglican Chant: W. Benjamin Hutto
New Testament Titus 2:11-14
+Gospel Acclamation

The congregation & choir sing the acclamation twice; a cantor or choir sings the verse.

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People     Glory to you, Lord Christ.

+GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

THE SERMON

+THE NICENE CREED BCP, 358

+THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray for the church, the life of
the earth, and the whole human family. A brief silence.

Your infinite love is born to us this night. With choirs of angels, the church proclaims the good news.
Send us out as messengers of the hope that has come to all people. Incarnate God, hear our prayer.

You are pleased to dwell with your creatures and the whole earth sings for joy. Renew the splendor of
creation from the smallest cell to the widest galaxies. Guide us to be wise stewards of your gifts for the
sake of generations to come. Incarnate God, hear our prayer.

Your authority is over the nations. Break the rod of oppression in every land and free all people from
fear. Bring peace where there is war, compassion where there is suffering, and healing where there is
disease. Incarnate God, hear our prayer.

You cherish those who are most vulnerable. Protect infants and children, and bless those who care for
them.  Attend the dying, and relieve any who are in pain. Shelter refugee families and those who have
no home. Incarnate God, hear our prayer.

Your loving kindness embraces everyone in need. Help any for whom this season is lonely or without.
Comfort those among us, or known to us, who are experiencing distress of body or mind, missing
loved ones, or grieving. Incarnate God, hear our prayer.

2
+ Indicates stand as you are able.              BCP – The Book of Common Prayer (Burgundy)
Hymns - The Hymnal 1982 (Blue)               WLP - Wonder, Love, and Praise (Green)        S – Service Music in front of The Hymnal 1982 (Blue)



You welcome those who have died into the joyous light of glory. We give thanks for the saints of every
time and place who have praised you with lives of faith and humility. Inspire us by their example to
love you by serving others. Incarnate God, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant adds a closing Collect.

+THE PEACE BCP, 360
Priest The Peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Angel’s Carol; John Rutter
Have you heard the sound of the angel voices Ringing out so sweetly, ringing out so clear? Have you seen the star shining
out so brightly As a sign from God that Christ the Lord is here?  Have you heard the news that they bring from heaven To
the humble shepherds who have waited long?  Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo!  Hear the angels sing their
joyful song.  He is come in peace in the winter’s stillness, Like a gentle snowfall in the gentle night;  He is come in joy like
the sun at morning Filling all the world with radiance and with light. He is come in love as the child of Mary;  In a simple
stable we have seen his birth:  Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo!  Hear the angels singing ‘Peace on earth’.  He
will bring new light to a world in darkness, Like a bright star shining in the skies above; He will bring new hope to the
waiting nations  When he comes to reign in purity and love. Let the earth rejoice at the Saviour’s coming;  Let the heavens
answer with the joyful morn:  Gloria in excelsis Deo, gloria in excelsis Deo!  Hear the angels singing ‘Christ is born’.

+PRESENTATION HYMN Hymnal, No. 105

+THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Eucharistic Prayer B) BCP, 367

Sanctus Hymnal S-128
The Lord’s Prayer BCP, 364
The Fraction Hymnal, S-154
Communion Hymns Hymnal, Nos. 87, 89, 109 (1-3), & 115

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER BCP, 365
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+CANDLE LIGHTING HYMN Hymnal, No. 111

+THE CHRISTMAS BLESSING

+HYMN IN PROCESSION Hymnal, No. 100

+THE DISMISSAL
The people respond: Thanks be to God.

VOLUNTARY In dulci jubio; BWV 729; J. S. Bach

Please join us in the Parish House for refreshments and fellowship.

Serving in the Liturgy
Celebrant & Preacher: The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth
Assisting Priest: The Rev. Lisa Frost-Phillips
Deacon: The Rev. Hugh Tilson
Lay Eucharistic Minister: Para Drake
Verger: Bob Shelton
Acolytes: Taylor Kenyon, Zack Brooks,

Emmaline Frost-Phillips
Lector: Bartow Culp, Todd Holland

Musicians: Dr. Jason Wright, organ;
Winifred Garrett, harp; The Parish Choir,
& Alissa Roca, soprano

Ushers: Tom Anderson & Charles Thomas
Altar Guild: Kathy & Jim von St. Paul,

Linda Duvall, Connie Grahn
Video & Zoom Master: Sonja Tilley

Voluntary Texts:
Jesu bambino; Pietro Yon
When blossoms flowered 'mid the snows Upon a winter night Was born the Child the Christmas Rose, The King of Love
and Light The angels sang, the shepherds sang, The grateful earth rejoiced And at His blessed birth the stars Their
exultation voiced. O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord. Again
the heart with rapture glows To greet the holy night That gave the world its Christmas Rose, Its king of Love and Light
Let ev'ry voice acclaim His name, The grateful chorus swell From paradise to earth He came That we with Him might
dwell O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, O come let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

Ding dong, merrily on high!; Charles Wood
Ding dong, merrily on high! In heav’n the bells are ringing; ding dong, verily the sky is riv’n with angel singing. Gloria,
hosannah in excelsis! Gloria, hosannah in excelsis! E'en so here below, let steeple bells be swungen, And io, io, io, by priest
and people sungen. Gloria, hosannah in excelsis! Gloria, hosannah in excelsis! Pray ye dutifully prime your matin chime,
ye ringers; may ye beautifully rhyme your evetime song, ye singers. Gloria, hosannah in excelsis! Gloria, hosannah in
excelsis!

O holy night! Adolphe Adam
O holy night! the stars are brightly shining; It is the night of the dear Savior’s birth. Long lay the world in sin and error
pining, Till He appeared and the soul felt its worth. A thrill of hope- the weary world rejoices, For yonder breaks a new
and glorious morn! Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night divine, O night when Christ was born! O night,
O holy night, O night divine! Truly He taught us to love one another; His law is love and His gospel is peace. Chains
shall He break, for the slave is our brother, And in His name all oppression shall cease. Sweet hymns of joy in grateful
chorus raise we; Let all within us praise His holy name. Christ is the Lord! O praise His name forever! His pow’r and
glory evermore proclaim! His pow’r and glory evermore proclaim!
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