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Pressing the Veil of our Attention with Love onto our Lives
In medieval Europe, a popular folk devotion grew up around something called Veronica’s Veil. A 1st century woman
named Veronica (whose name means ‘true image’), was said to have pressed her veil to the face of Jesus as he walked
under the Cross to Calvary. The veil came away with an image of Jesus’ suffering face pressed into it. Lively devotions
and pilgrimages sprang up as people came to St. Peter’s Basilica to gaze on this veil and, in their belief, on an image
made by Jesus’ own face. We catch an echo of these devotions today whenever we pray the familiar ‘Stations of the Cross’ in Lent. ‘Veronica wipes the
face of Jesus’ is the sixth of the fourteen stations in this devotional.
For Jews demand signs and Greeks
Whatever we think of the historicity of these stories, an awesome truth is
desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ
contained in them, a truth about love, attention, and discovering God where
crucified, a stumbling-block to Jews
we thought there was only suffering. Whenever we press our attention with
and foolishness to Gentiles, but to
love and devotion onto human experience, we come away with an awareness
those who are the called, both Jews
of God in that experience. This is only natural. God fills all things. Human
and Greeks, Christ the power of God
beings are made in the image of God. Our attention, pressed and held with
and the wisdom of God. For God’s
love and compassion on our experience, allows the reality of God in our lives
foolishness is wiser than human wisto become visible, tangible — something to which we can bear witness.
dom, and God’s weakness is stronger
than human strength…God chose
This Lent we are engaged in a parish wide program called You, Redeemed:
what is foolish in the world to shame
How God uses your Past to create love in the Present. This is program is essentially
the wise; God chose what is weak in
about attention and love and discovering the face of God in our lives. We
the world to shame the strong; God
pressing the veil of our attention onto the ordinary experiences in the history
chose what is low and despised in the
of our life so that we can discern there the face of Jesus, the redeeming acworld, things that are not, to reduce
tion of God that flows through our past to create more love in the present.
to nothing things that are, so that no
There is still time to sign up for this program. Go to https://tinyurl.com/
one might boast in the presence of
youredeemed/. Come to the kick off Sunday Forum, March 6 at 9:15,
God. He is the source of your life in
online on Worship Zoom, or in person in the fellowship hall. [Zoom MeetChrist Jesus, who became for us wising ID# 278 281 7521. Password: praise]
dom from God, and righteousness and
sanctification and redemption, in
One of the marvels of Christianity is that God does not merely seek to plaorder that, as it is written, ‘ Let the
cate us with nice things on top of the lives we already have. Neither does
God provide an escape from the burdens and trials of this life. When we say
one who boasts, boast in the Lord.’
that Jesus suffered with and for us in his Passion — captured in an image in
Veronica’s veil — we are saying that God is intent, without limits, on journeying with us into the whole of our existence so that God can begin redeeming it from the bottom up. Further, the God
of Jesus Christ has a special way of working to accomplish this: God uses what we might call weakness and foolishness
in our past to be the means for a particular showing of divine love and power and wisdom now. God uses what we
deem without God in our past as the means of showing more God now. God works through past darkness to create
more light now. God works through past suffering and grief to create compassion and action now. This is how God
redeems, not just the good stuff, or the OK stuff, but absolutely everything. This is how God makes us, finally, whole.
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Christian Formation
Shrove Tuesday Celebration
Join us on Tuesday March 1 at 6:00pm on the Brick Patio outside the Fellowship
Hall for a fire pit gathering with donuts and cider! We’ll bury our Alleluia for Lent,
Burn our Palm crosses, and have one last celebratory feast before Ash Wednesday.

Youth Lenten Series
This Lent, youth will be wrapping up our Icon Painting series on March 6 and starting a Lenten Series on Racial Justice at St. Matthew’s. We’ll look at how God works in our own lives and then learn
about two black women who were a part of St. Matthews’ history and how their story can help us
engage with racial injustice in our own communities today. We’ll wrap up our series by learning and
discussing how this fits into our theme for this year: Do Justice, Love Mercy, Walk Humbly. Youth
group meets every Sunday from 4pm - 6pm. Dinner is provided. If you would like to help provide
dinners at youth group or make a donation towards the cost, contact Kim Powell Cox.

Youth Retreat!
Save the dates! May 13 - 15, 2022 we will be returning to the Outer Banks for our annual beach retreat including a
trip to Shackleford Banks and the Wild Horse Safari. Vaccinations are required and the cost per youth is $175. Please
RSVP by filling out this form and send a $50 check deposit with “youth retreat” in the memo to the church office no
later than Sunday, March 20th.

Family Gathering at Gold Park
All families are invited to join us on Saturday March 19th from 9am - 11am at Gold Park for a casual meetup to connect with families old and new at St. Matthew’s. Coffee and Muffins provided. Questions? Contact Megan Leiss at
leiss.megan@gmail.com.

Secret Pals 2022!
We had a blast at our annual Secret Pals breakfast on Sunday
February 13th. Thanks to all our amazing adult pals who sent
creative and fun clues to our pals. Thanks also to Ada Catherine Hays for help setting up the space and to all who helped
make Secret Pals really special. Until next year!

Children’s Sunday School
Godly Play and Growing in Christ will meet in the Education
building at 9:15am each Sunday for formation hour. Please
see the weekly email updates for information about stories,
teachers, and other news related to children at St. Matthew’s.
If you are not on that list email Kim at
kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org
If you should be on that list but aren’t receiving updates,
please check your spam folder. Many email servers sift mailchimp updates straight into junk or spam.

SAVE THE DATE: Easter Egg Hunt on April 17th at 9:15 am
Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will be on Sunday April 17th. If you would like to donate candy,
please drop off at the church office by Sunday April 2nd. Please note that it must be candy
small enough to fit into a regular sized egg.
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Music Notes from from the Acting Director of Music
If you were to poll a group of musicians on what liturgical season was their favorite,
you most likely would get two responses, Advent and Lent. Why not Christmas and
Easter; aren’t these the seasons of joy?
Most musicians, including myself, are often very serious beings, maybe sometimes too
serious. We have dedicated countless hours to practicing, studying scores, among
learning other aspects of music such as history and theory. The music of these two liturgical seasons, Advent and
Lent, often reflect music of a more serious nature. For me, I would say that Lent is my favorite liturgical season.
There are two main reasons why I am drawn to Lenten music. I enjoy pieces in minor keys that are introspective and
often complex technically and harmonically. Secondly, I grew up Baptist, not Southern Baptist, but Cooperative Fellowship Baptist. In my hometown it was said that we were the Episcopal-Baptist Church - it was highly liturgical. I
am getting off topic here! Baptists, regardless of how liturgical or non-liturgical their worship style may be, they are
said to be decedents of John the Baptist. They understand the need for seasons of repentance and the constant call to
return to God, our creator. For me, Lenten season speaks to these two themes. It is this music that causes me to have
a closer encounter with the Divine presence of God. It is for that reason and that reason alone that music is offered
in worship, that we may have a closer encounter with God.
With the change in liturgical seasons, comes changes in the liturgical music for the liturgy:
 The opening voluntaries during Lent will be familiar gems in the organ repertoire, with a lot of music from the
Baroque based on German chorales.
 On the first Sunday of Lent, we will chant The Great Litany. My former parish in SC wasn’t exactly fond of The
Great Litany. We chanted it the first Sunday in Lent of 2020. The next Sunday COVID hit, and we were out of
the church until mid-Summer. Of course, the joke was that because we chanted The Great Litany there wasn’t a
need to attend church for a period of time.
 For the psalm, we will move back to the same simplified plainsong chant introduced in Advent. This season only
the choir will sing the psalm. You might ask, how can I participate in the psalm if it is sung by others on my behalf? Part of participating in worship is listening – you are invited to pray the psalm with us as it is sung. I also
invite you to pray the psalm throughout the week.
 The Gospel Acclamation with its resounding alleluias will retire and give way to the Lenten Track, “Glory and
Praise to you O Lord, Jesus Christ.”
 David Hurd’s Sanctus and Agnus Dei offers a simplistic setting appropriate for Lent, making the way for William
Mathia’s setting in Easter.
 In looking at the choral music I have selected for the Parish Choir to sing, the unintentional theme of being
cleansed of sin arises. Can we Episcopalians talk about sin? Well of course! One of the anthems, “Come, ye
sinners poor and needy” is composed by Tim Risher, a bass in the choir.
 The concluding or retiring voluntary will not be heard again until Easter. It will provide a quieter ending to the
liturgy, offering those who wish to remain and pray the opportunity to do so. When the voluntary returns at
Easter, I want to start a new tradition of saying Amen or Alleluia rather than clapping. While I appreciate the
clapping as a sign of your appreciation, it indicates a performance. I want to think of these pieces before and
after the liturgy as musical offerings to the Glory of God.
May the music of the season aid you in your observance of a holy Lent and bring you to the glorious resurrection of
Christ this Easter.
Pax et beneficia, Dr. Jason

Mark you calendars: Parish-wide meeting on March 27 at 7:00 pm.
We will gather in-person and via Zoom to receive reports from various areas including the rector,
treasurer, and senior warden. Look for more details in the weekly “This Week at St. Matthew’s” email.
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Education for Ministry (EfM)
What is EfM all about? In the words of one our graduates- “I was seeking spiritual growth and learning when I
joined EfM. I found a caring community that expanded my knowledge and supported my faith. I hope others take
advantage of the opportunity to have that experience." Other graduates have found the EFM experience to be
“transformative” and “spiritually awakening”. EfM focuses on study, worship, and intentional theological reflection
within a group of 6-12 people. If you are interested, the EfM class at St. Matthew's Episcopal Church in
Hillsborough is looking for students who may have finished three years of EfM and are looking to
complete Year 4. We are also considering starting a new class in September. EfM at St. Matthew's
meets from 6:30 to 9 pm on Monday evenings. More information about EfM may be found on
the following website: http://theology.sewanee.edu/academics/education-for-ministry or
by contacting Hugh Tilson (tilsonha@icloud.com) or Claire Doerschuk
(claire_doerschuk@med.unc.edu). - Hugh Tilson

Safe Haven for Caregivers
What good is a "Safe Haven?" Here at St. Matthews, our clergy and pastoral care team recognizes that many of our
community are caring for a loved one, either in-home or in a facility. We have the ability to provide a monthly support group for our caregivers to gather (Zoom channel), experience prayer, learning, and sharing in a confidential
setting with others who are on the journey of Christian caring.
Our next meeting is on Sunday, March 27, 2:00-3:00 pm. We will be discussing "The Challenges of Communicating Well for Loving Results."
If you or a family or friend is caring for a loved one, we hope you will consider joining this open, caring, and
welcoming group of both professional and lay leaders. For more information, email our ministry team, The Rev.
Para Drake (chaplaindrake@gmail.com) and Dr. David McDuffie (dcmcduffie@gmail.com).
Subsequent meetings will be held on April 10, May 15, and June 26. We will take a break in July and resume
in August. - Para and David

News from the Altar Guild

Easter Lily Donations

The Altar Guild is entering our busiest church season. We have lost
several members and are actively recruiting for our teams. It would be
lovely to add a few new men or women to our ranks. The Guild usually
works in teams on the weekends completing altar preparations and flower arrangements. Training is done in teams, and you will be supported
until you feel comfortable. We also have linen mavens that wash and
iron our linens for the altar. I find it a very soothing task to complete
the linen cleaning. contact Kathy von St. Paul
(mamacarter54@yahoo.com) or MaryAnn Plambeck
(robbinsmaryann@yahoo.com) for more information or to sign up to be
part of the Altar Guild.

Everyone is invited to help provide for
the lilies and other plants that will adorn
the church at Easter. This year, we are
asking for $10 donations. Your check
should be made to St. Matthew’s and
designated “Easter Flowers.” Sign up in
the Parish House or email Sonja at welcome @stmatthewshillsborough.org. If
you are handwriting, please be sure to
clearly spell the name of anyone in
whose memory or honor the gift is
made. The deadline for donations is
Tuesday, April 12.

We look forward to having all the special services of Lent, Holy Week,
and the beautiful celebration of the Easter services. Join us so that you
might be a part of the mystery of this service.

Habitat for Humanity
St. Matthew’s and other local churches have committed to complete a home on Odie Street in
Hillsborough for a family selected by Orange County Habitat for Humanity. We need volunteers
(no skills required) for the following Saturday work dates (both AM and PM shifts available):
March 19, April 2, May 7 and 12, June 6 and 25. Additionally, St. Matthew’s will be providing
lunch for the group on May 21. If you are interested in helping with lunch or in any way, please
contact Charlie McCamy (charlesmccamy@gmail.com).

March 2022

Page 5

Coming up in Faith & Arts
Mary Rocap: A Faith & Arts Concert
Thursday April 28 at 7:30pm.
Tickets are $10 and all proceeds will go to support
Faith & Arts. In addition, every ticket holder gets
their choice of a free Mary Rocap CD. This will also
be our long-awaited in-person opportunity to celebrate Mary and enjoy a time of fellowship with her.
Watch the weekly email for details!

Dar He: The Story of Emmett Till hosted by St. Matthew’s Faith & Arts
Dar He is a powerful story which chronicles the murder, trial, and confessions of the men accused of Emmett Till’s
murder. This is a one-man show, which if you have never experienced, is an incredible performance that challenges,
engages, and changes the viewer.
Faith & the Arts will host a virtual screening of the this play which will be available for viewing between March 5
and March 19. Tickets are $10 - $15 and on sale now and through March 18th. If you are unfamiliar with virtual
viewings like this, you buy a ticket and receive a link directly to your email to
stream the play online. You have access to this production for two weeks
from March 5 - 19th. After the 19th the link expires.
Following the two week viewing period, we will be hosting a luncheon on
Sunday March 20, 2022 from 12pm - 1pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Tickets are $10 for virtual show only OR $15 for virtual show + luncheon.
They are available for purchase right here via Eventbrite or through the
Church Office. If you send a check to the church, please put “Dar He” in the
memo. - Kim

The Order of the Daughters of the King
We have been meeting for six weeks for our discernment classes and they are going very well. The seven of us are growing in relationship with each other and Jesus Christ. Our study is filled with information and challenges us to look
inward and to develop or enrich our prayer life.
We will have the Diocesan President, Robert, and Sam at our study on March 9. This will be an opportunity to
discuss our Service of Institution of our Charter and our service of Admission. Several of us will be rededicated. This
is all planned for Pentecost. We will be taking more urgent prayer requests and will also pray our weekly church prayer requests. We are working on the logistics of that communication tool and we will share as it is created.
Please keep all of us in your prayers as we continue our study and as we discern our support of our priests and this
beloved community. FHS, Kathy von St Paul

Justice United “Teach-In”
Tuesday, Marcy 27, 7:00 pm
All citizens of Orange County are invited to attend to learn about why the position of District Attorney is so powerful, how Orange-Chatham’s district’s policies have fallen behind in terms of equity and transparency, how racism
has created and shaped our justice system, and the policy changes Justice United will be asking both candidates for
Orange County DA to commit to and why it matters. This is a non-partison effort. St. Matthew’s has committed
to bring five people to attend and learn more. Please contact Ran Hamner or Martha McCamy if you are interested
or to learn more. You may also sign up at https://www.ocjusticeunited.org/da_teach_in.
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People News
Congratulations to:

Thanks to:


The Churchyard Guild who planted the beautiful
spring bulbs that are coming up everywhere



Kim Powell Cox and Lisa Frost-Phillips for their collaboration on the Black Women’s History Project, and
to Elaine Druesedow, Sally Greene, and Brooks Graebner
for their accompanying essays; and a special thanks
to all who were able to gather on Thursdays for fellowship, engagement, and personal reflection.



Charlie McCamy for getting us up and running with
a new Habitat Faith Build which will kickoff in
March, participating with other faith communities.



Jill Hofler, Todd Holland, John Oxaal, Robb Smiley, and
Jasmine Trinks for their willingness to run for vestry.



All our wonderful Secret Pals, our adults: Ellen,
Cindy, Suzanne, Betty, Para, and Edward; and our
kids: Colbie, Harper, Kaylin, Sebastian, Corinne, and
Evie for continuing this tradition of building friendships across generations for over 30 years! Thank
you also to Ada Catherine Hays who helped set up
and decorate the space. Until next year!



Pelham Jacobs, Charlie & Martha McCamy, Ken & Sharon Billings, and Susan Shelton from the Churchyard
Guild for helping the youth build and establish the
youth garden!

Recent Death:


Richard Stevens, Executive Director of New Hope
Camp & Conference Center in Chapel Hill
†Rest eternal grant to him, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon him.†

PARISH OPERATING BUDGET STATUS
as of the end of:
JANUARY 2022
EXPENSES:
Budget
Spent
Work Outside the Parish
$63,829
-$50
Maint. & Improvements
$72,925
$7,670
Clergy-related
$183,051
$16,354
Administrative
$91,628
$8,276
Christian Ed. Program
$63,032
$4,393
Worship-related
$50,736
$3,874
Expenses Total:
$525,201
$40,517
INCOME:
Budget
Received
Plate/Gift Offerings Received
$60,000
$4,131
Pledge Payments
$447,200 $117,478
Other
$22,100
$20,150
Income Total:
$529,300 $141,759

(8%)
%
0%
11%
9%
9%
7%
8%
8%
%
7%
26%
91%
27%



Bob Connor who had his article “Reading Thucydides in a Time of Pandemic” published in the American Scholar. You may read it al https://
theamericanscholar.org/reading-thucydides-in-a-time
-of-pandemic/;



Sally Greene who had her essay on Lydia that was
written for our Black Women's History project published on a Black Perspectives blog run by the African American Intellectual History Society. If you
want to read more, you can find it here: https://
www.aaihs.org/state-v-mann-lydias-journey/;



Hays & Jill Hofler at the birth of their new granddaughter, Charlie Elizabeth Hunley;



Patrick & Kelly Craft at the birth of their new grandson, Alexander Craft-Koutsouris; and



Jill Hofler, Chris Peterson, and Robb Smiley for their
election to the vestry at the 2022 Parish Annual
Meeting.

A Note of Thanks
from Mary Rocap
Thank you St. Matthew's family,
I have felt your love since my retirement was announced (actually I
have always felt your love but the
retirement sharpened your focus!!). So many of you wrote
me card or emails, gave me mementos, or wished me well
in person. You also contributed to a farewell purse, which
I have to say was completely over the top generous. I am
humbled your generosity. I couldn't have been your Parish
Administrator without the support of the clergy and staff
and the faithfulness of the parish. Thank you Robert and
Lisa- it has been my joy to work with you. Thank you
Kim, Pelham, Sara, and newly on board, Jason for being
so committed. Thank you to anyone and everyone who
said yes, when I asked for their help. You made the work
easy.
I am grateful that my retirement does not take me away
from St. Matthew's. I look forward to many years of worship, service, and deepening of relationship. May your
lives be as blessed as you have blessed mine.
With love and gratitude,

Mary
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Spring Parish Work Day
April 23 at 9am

A Note about Dinner Groups
Missing the companionship of Dinner Groups? Don't
despair! Just keep checking the monthly newsletter
and weekly email As soon as we get the official "OK",
we'll spread the word.
Watch this space!
Thanks! Karen
The Parish Life Committee

Ash Wednesday Services of
Holy Eucharist and
the Imposition of Ashes
March 2
7:00 am Rite I in the church
Noon Rite II in the Memorial Garden
7:00 pm Rite II in the church

