St. Matthew’S

News and Views of the Parish of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Hillsborough, NC

January 2022

A FESTIVAL OF NINE LESSONS AND CAROLS
in the Tradition of King’s College, Cambridge
Thursday, January 6, 2022 | 7:00pm
The Burning of the Greens
Sunday, January 9 at 5:00
All parishioners, please save your dried up Christmas trees for our annual Twelfth Night Burning of the Greens on Sunday, January 9th.
Once the trees have become undecorated and sad, just drop them off in
the Fellowship Hall parking lot near the west edge of the woods any
time before the 9th. Include wreaths and any greens that are left over, too. Then, come join in at 5:00pm for
festive singing, hot chocolate, and cider. Don't miss the blazing bonfire that celebrates this much-loved
church tradition.

A previous Epiphany Burning of the Greens; Charles Thomas lighting it up!
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Liturgical & Music Notes
Epiphany Past and Present
Liturgical time is marked in cycles of three seasons, which follow this formula: preparation, celebration, and new
growth. The Mystery of the Incarnation cycle includes Advent (preparation), Christmas (celebration), and the day and
season after the Epiphany (new growth). Epiphany is the final season of the cycle.
During Epiphany we recognize the manifestation of Christ to the peoples of the earth. The winter solstice, now
celebrated on December 21st, was celebrated on January 6th in some places during the first centuries of the Christian
Era. In opposition to pagan festivals, Christians chose this day to celebrate the various manifestations, or "epiphanies,"
of Jesus' divinity. These showings of his divinity included his birth, the coming of the Magi, his baptism, and the Wedding at Cana, where he miraculously changed water into wine. This day was called "The Feast of Lights." Celebration of
the Son of God replaced celebration of the sun on the winter solstice.
By the fourth century, the solstice was moved to December 25th. Jesus' birth was also celebrated on this day in both
eastern and western churches. The western church commemorated the coming of the Magi (Wise Men) on January 6 th.
The eastern church continued to celebrate the Baptism of our Lord and the Wedding at Cana on January 6th. In the
east, the day was called Theophany (manifestation of God).
In present time, the coming of the Magi is celebrated on the Feast of the Epiphany, January 6th. The Baptism of
our Lord is celebrated on the First Sunday after the Epiphany. This year, there are eight Sundays in Epiphany, which
leads us to Ash Wednesday.
Music During Epiphany
The music in the season of Epiphany is much more subdued than the festal nature of Christmas. The music continues to reflect the themes found in our weekly scripture as prescribed in our lectionary. The first two weeks of
Epiphany are marked by the arrival of the Wise Men, the Baptism of Jesus, and the Wedding at Cana. The Epiphany,
this year on a Thursday, finds most congregants singing We Three Kings or The First Nowell. These hymns tell the story
of the arrival of the Wise Men that were led by the star. The first Sunday after Epiphany focuses on the theme of water, representing Jesus’ baptism in the River Jordan. On the second Sunday after the Epiphany, Musicians often select
wedding music to highlight Jesus’s wine miracle at the wedding he attended in Cana. Throughout the season, some
elect to focus on the themes of light and illumination.
Service Music Changes for the Season after the Epiphany
Beginning on Sunday, January 9 and continuing throughout the Season after the Epiphany we will be singing Rutter’s Canticle 13, Glory to you. This setting might be familiar to many and new to others. Follow this link to a video of
the Canticle https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h1QS8P3z6hA. The music may be found in your 1982 Hymnal at S236.
We will also move to singing an Alleluia and Verse between the Epistle reading and the Gospel. It is common
practice in the Episcopal Church to sing either a Sequence Hymn, that typically reflects on the readings of the Old
Testament or the Epistle, or to sing an Alleluia & Verse that focuses on the Gospel to be read. In some parishes, both
are offered. Follow this link for a video of what you will sing and hear on January 9.
Subtle seasonal changes in the liturgy keeps the liturgy alive and offers us a new spiritual practice!
Epiphany Marks 23 Years of Ministry
Epiphany, specifically the first week of January, marks for me the beginning of 24 years of ministry as a parish musician. I held my first church job in January of 1999. Prior to that date, I played the organ regularly in my home
church. By the time I had graduated high school, I had served as an interim at two churches near my hometown. I am
grateful and blessed to be serving St. Matthew’s at this point in ministry.
A note of self-promotion: Between my office hours and choir rehearsal on Wednesdays, I have a few spots remaining
for private piano lessons. If you are interested, please e-mail my personal e-mail jasonawright@me.com rather than my
church e-mail music@stmatthewshillsborough.org as I want to keep them separate.
Hoping for you many illuminated and Christ-centered Epiphanies in 2022!
--Dr. Jason Wright, Acting Director of Music
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Christian Formation

All Christian Formation Programs resume on January 9th
Dear Parents and Caregivers,
We send out weekly updates for children and youth. If you are not on this list, please email
kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org If you should be on the list and are not receiving emails, please check your spam or
junk folder.
Village Church!
Join us on Sunday, January 9th at 9:15 in the Education Building as we resume our program year by celebrating the
Feast of the Epiphany, or “Three Kings Day,” when we commemorate the visit of the Magi to the Christ child and
the revelation of God with us in Christ. We will learn about the Christ who appears to us in our own day, and how
we can welcome him into our homes and lives with an Epiphany House Blessing.
It’s time to sign up for Secret Pals!
Secret Pals is an annual tradition at St. Matthew’s bringing all generations together
for the three F’s…food, fellowship, and FUN! If you like mystery, suspense, and
happy endings…consider signing up for Secret Pals! Adults who sign up to be a secret pal send treats and clues to their younger pal the week of February 6 - 12, and
on February 13 their identity will be revealed at the Secret Pals Breakfast at 9:15am
in the Fellowship Hall when the pals meet and eat breakfast together. Sign-up
sheets both to be a secret pal and to have a secret pal will be available outside of the
office or click here to sign up online. Please sign up by January 23rd, and email Kim
Powell Cox with any questions at kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org
Children and Youth Programs
Our Children and Youth programs will resume on Sunday January 9th with our
monthly intergenerational service called “Village Church.” Normal Sunday school
will resume on Sunday January 16th. Godly Play which is for pre-k through 2nd
grade will be in the Education Building in the classroom on the left and Growing in
Christ (3rd - 5th grade) will be in the classroom on the right. Youth will meet for Sunday school in the Youth Room.
We are continuing to provide “to-go feasts” in the form of prepackaged snacks (goldfish, applesauce pouches, cookies, etc.) if you are a parent and are able to help contribute to our feast baskets, please drop off snacks at the front
office and label them for Children and Youth.
Youth Group
Join us on Sunday January 9 for our annual Christmas Tree Burning and Carols at 5pm, there will be hot cocoa and
cider!
Regular weekly Youth Group resumes the following Sunday January 16th from 4pm-6pm in the Education Building,
dinner is provided at 5:30pm. If any youth parents are able to help provide or donate towards the cost of pizza or
sub sandwiches, please sign up here.
Youth Retreat!
We are excited to announce our first youth retreat in over two years is January 21-23 at Kanuga Retreat Center in
Hendersonville, NC. We are closely monitoring Omicron and will send updates if things change. We have until January 18 to cancel our stay, in the case of cancelation and postponement, we will refund any payments. Vaccinations
are required for all youth to attend. The cost per youth is $150 via check made out to St. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church with “Youth Retreat” in the memo line OR pay online here under the “special offering” section with “youth
retreat” in the memo. The deadline for payments is Sunday, January 16. Please email
kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org with any questions or concerns.
-- Kim Powell Cox, Director of Christian Formation
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A Note from your Senior Warden
Greetings St. Matthew’s!
It’s hard these days to open a newspaper or even ponder with friends and family without the topic of “how have we
changed in the pandemic” calling our attention. As folks reevaluate their lives and search for deeper meaning and
purpose, people are making changes, cutting out some things, adding others. The energy at St. Matthew’s continues
to expand as we emerge from darker days. Attendance has reached, and on some Sundays even passed, prepandemic levels on Sunday mornings (counting in-person & zoom)! With this in mind, I invite YOU to consider
where you might wish to offer yourself in support of our community. As abundant life fills our walls, we need
SINGERS, USHERS, COFFEE HOUR HOSTS, and GODLY PLAY VOLUNTEERS. We will even train you to
be TECHNICAL SUPPORT! No experience is necessary, only a willingness to say “Yes” and give an occasional
Sunday. In return, St. Matthew’s offers connection, purpose, and even extra tech skills!
Please call or email the office at 919-732-9308; welcome@stmatthewshillsborough.org or you can call, text, or email
me for more details and further conversation 919-593-1203; elizabethhays03@gmail.com
Peace,
--Elizabeth Hays, Senior Warden

Transitions
The word is out that I am retiring. My last day will be Friday, January 7. This
change is not based on falling out of love with St. Matthew’s or with the job itself– it is just that I will be 70 years old on January 18. I have been saying to myself a long time I would work until I was 70 and glory be, I’ve done it.
I will miss being here on this beautiful property on an almost daily basis. I will
miss talking to you on the phone, responding to your emails, working with Robert and Lisa and the wonderful staff we have. But I am not leaving the church. I
was a member before I took the job and I will still be a member on January 8.
I look forward to a more nimble and graceful life with Tom and my family; being able to do grandmotherly things at a moment’s notice; writing more songs
and stories; quilting more potholders; taking unplanned trips to Ocracoke. You
know, those kind-of-things.
Thank you for all the years you have supported me in this job. Please support
Sonja in the same manner. She’s gonna be great.
All the best, Mary

I am pleased to welcome Sonja
Tilley, longtime parishioner
and current Vestry Member,
as our Parish Administrator
starting on January 9th.
Sonja brings to this position
strong previous experience in
parish administration, a Master of Divinity Degree from
Duke University, and a computer science degree. She also
brings considerable knowledge
of our parish. She will be stepping down from the Vestry as
she becomes our Administrator. -- Robert+

New Office Hours beginning January 10
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 8:30am - 3pm; additional hours flexible as needed

A Note from Kate Wisz
Dear St. Matthew's,
You have left an indelible mark on my heart and my soul and for this, I want to thank
you. Thank you for welcoming me in to this amazing community, for making me feel a
part of this place. Thank you for being willing to try things, explore faith, start new programs, read and discuss books together, practice yoga, walk a labyrinth, talk about difficult subjects, study scripture, read poetry, and celebrate the beauty of fellowship and
community. Thank you for sharing your youth and their ideas and for celebrating their
contributions and creativity in this sacred place. You have captured and enchanted me
and I will remain enthralled and connected. I ask your prayers for the continuation of
the discernment process, as I meet with the Commission on Ministry for the Diaconate
and into a possible Clinical Pastoral Education placement. Not goodbye, but until I see
you again, --Kate Wisz, Diocesan Intern
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Racial Justice and Reconciliation Committee News: Tour and Movie Discussion
A tour of the International Civil Rights Center and Museum in Greensboro is scheduled for Saturday, January 29th
at 10:00am. The tour is expected to last 75 minutes and will be guided by staff. Please meet at church by 9:00 if you
wish to carpool. Going out to lunch afterwards is an option for those who feel safe doing so. Parents are encouraged to
bring their children and teens. The cost will be $10 for adults and $5 for students. Please sign up outside the church
office in the Parish House. Checks should be made payable to St. Matthew's, with RJR Tour in the memo line. The
museum’s address is: 134 S. Elm Street, Greensboro, 27401.
The museum commemorates the 1960 sit-in by four African American freshmen from NC A&T at a whites-only lunch
counter in Woolworth's. Their non-violent direct action challenged America to make good on its promises of equality
and civic inclusion enunciated in the Constitution and inspired other sit-ins to protest discrimination.
AND...
Please join the RJRC for a Zoom discussion of the film My Name is Pauli Murray. We will be on the Meeting Channel on Tuesday, February 8th at 7:00pm. The film is available on Amazon. Please watch at your convenience and come
and share your thoughts. Pauli Murray was an astounding woman who was ahead of her time on issues such as civil
rights, gay rights, and women's rights. Her family has ties to St. Matthew's, as explained in her book, Proud Shoes, and
she grew up in Durham. In addition to being a lawyer and author, Pauli Murray was the first African American woman
ordained to the priesthood in the Episcopal Church and celebrated her first Eucharist at the Chapel of the Cross in
Chapel Hill. You will be impressed.

FeST-ive Thanks
We'd like to give a huge shout out to everyone who helped make FeST such an amazing success this year. Whether you
donated, delivered, baked, or purchased, we could not have done this without you. We hope all who purchased a Surprise Box were truly delighted with the contents, those who purchased baked goods enjoy every last crumb, and those
who purchased wreaths and garlands have put the finishing touches on your holiday decorating. We'll have a final revenue count after the New Year but needless to say, we are overwhelmed with your support and generosity. Thank you!
--Chris Peterson and Robin Langford, co-chairs of FeST

Orange Congregation in Mission News
OCIM Sunday: January 2
We hope to have our "Give A Little Extra Love" drive for OCIM in February. Most people will recognize that as the
"Fill the Bag" campaign, which we have done in this parish for many years. I will be finding out what items OCIM
needs the most and will let you know by the end of January.
--Carolyn Parsley

Thank you’s from the Community


We at Compass Center cannot thank you enough for the wonderful donations you have sent our way. We are SO
moved by the support and generosity of this community and I wanted to share something that Joy, our Director of
DV Crisis Services, passed along:
Today, Shiona, our Emergency coordinator and I were able to drop off an entire carload full of clothes to the
client. We now have 10 more bags to go thorough! The most amazing part of this was that the Mom had an
interview today but no clothes to wear to it. Designer interview clothes showed up just when we needed them
to, and she had not one, but THREE outfits to choose from for the interview. I’m feeling so much love from
this community. Again, we are BLOWN AWAY by how many people responded to this. THANK YOU
FROM THE BOTTOM OF OR HEARTS! Joy has since shared that the mom does not need any more
clothes but we are still collecting clothes for the children. With deep gratitude, Julia
 From the Alamance Orange Prison Ministry: May God continue to bless and enable you to bring love, light, and
life to the least, the last, and the lost. You’ve set the finest example of faith working from a foundation of Christ
and Christlikeness. May God continue to enable and bless you to be a blessing. Sincerely, John Hardin
(Chaplain’s Clerk); and We are thankful for your kindness and generosity! Be Blessed-- Chaplain LeRoy
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People News
Thanks to:
 Frank & Peggy Williams for the gift of a brass collection plate;
 Mary Ann Plambeck and the Plambeck family for the gift of the new Advent Altar Linens;
 Jim & Vera Shanley, Ludie White, and the Parish Pastoral Care Team for arranging a holiday Eucharist for the residents at Carol Woods.
 KATE WISZ, who is amazing and wonderful and has served our youth this Fall with wisdom, grace, and intention. We love you Kate and will miss you dearly.
St. Nicholas Day Thanks to:
 Sam Bush for leading the music, Para Drake for coordinating the service, and Theresa
Kolb for being St. Nicholas;
 Lisa Frost-Phillips for celebrating;
 all the families who told the story of St. Nicholas: George Drake, Bob Shelton, Corinne
Fruehwirth, Leo and Mitch Moehring, Stella, Lucinda, and Sarah Smylie, Margaret, Harper,
Kaylin, and Nick Gallegly, Betty Wolfe, Sam Bush, Beatrice Jensen, Kate Wisz; and to
 Erik, Laura, Beatrice, and Lydia Jensen for baking Communion bread
Christmas Eve Pageant Thanks to:
 Those who acted out the scenes: David, Jennie, Aidan, Callum, and Isla McDuffie; Lela
Jane and Chris Knotts; Sebastian and Corinne Fruehwirth; and Nick, Rebecca, Harper,
Kaylin, and Colbie Gallegly;
 Mary Rocap and Sam Bush for stepping in to play the music; and
 Ada Catherine Hays for accolyting
New address:
 Frank & Peggy Williams: 224 Bethel Creek Lane; Hertford, NC 27944
Recent transfers:
 We welcome James Emmanuel who has transferred his membership from St. James, Greenville, SC;
 Mary Little from Trinity Episcopal, Princeton, NJ; and
 Heather Williams from St. David’s, Baltimore, MD
Recent Deaths:
 We extend our sympathy to Kate Wisz at the death of her father-in-law, Joe Wisz;
 George Bridges at the death of his mother, Janet Bridges;
 Anita Salazar at the death of her mother, Ofilia Salazar, and grandmother, Josefina Salazar; and
 The family of former parishioner Jackie Weatherspoon
†Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord: And let light perpetual shine upon them. †
Parish Operating Budget as of the end of November 2021 (92%)
Budget Expenses
2021 Budget Total Spent
%
Work Outside the Parish

$68,250

$62,434

91%

Maint. & Improvements

$73,694

$70,397

96%

Clergy-related

$153,957

$135,726

88%

Administrative

$94,763

$88,954

94%

Christian Ed. Program
Worship-related

$59,347
$49,087

$51,655
$41,789

87%
85%

Expenses Total:

$499,098

$450,956

90%

Budget Income

2021 Budget

Total Received %

Plate/Gift Offerings Rec’d $40,000

$70,336

176%

Pledge Payments
Other

$444,340
$21,600

$386,869
$22,300

87%
103%

$505,940

$479,505

95%

Income Total:

Help for the Holiday’s:
A Bereavement Workshop with Jehanne Gheith
via Zoom Tuesday, January 11, 6:30-8pm
Holidays can be a time when grief is especially hard: we
may miss our people more sharply, have difficulty concentrating, feel out of rhythm with the cultural mood.
And a holly jolly Christmas and New Year celebration
may feel all…wrong. There is help: while there is no way
to take the pain away, we can help ease it, and make
meaningful and closer connections. Jehanne Gheith, a
trained bereavement counselor, will lead this workshop
offering interactive activities and co-creating strategies
for the holidays and some (what she thinks of as) containers for the pain of missing a loved one who has
died. Please email Jehanne at gheith7@me.com to sign

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

January 2022
Fri

10
12:45p Property Mtg
6:30p Education for Ministry
8:30p Compline (W)

17 MLK Day: Office Closed
6:30p Education for Ministry
8:30p Compline (W)

24
10a Archives
6:30p Education for Ministry
8:30p Compline (W)

31
10a Archives
6:30p Education for Ministry
8:30p Compline (W)

9 Epiphany: The Baptism of
Our Lord

16 Epiphany 2
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9:15a Education Hour
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)
4p Youth Group

23 Epiphany 2
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9:15a Education Hour
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)

30 Epiphany 4
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9:15a Education Hour
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)
4p Youth Group
7p Women’s Singing Circle

8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9:15a Village Church
10:30a Holy Baptism (chr + W)
5p Epiphany Bonfire

3
8:30p Compline (W)

2
Christmas 2
10a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Undecorate church
7p Women’s Singing Circle (W)

26
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
6:30p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

The Conversion of St
Paul the Apostle
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

The Epiphany of Our
Lord Jesus Christ
7p Epiphany Evensong
8:30p Compline (W)

27
8:30p Compline (W)

20
8:30a Monthly Breakfast Group
8:30p Compline (W)

13
8:30p Compline (W)

6

28
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

21
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Youth Retreat to Mountains
(thru 1/23)
8:30p Compline (W)

14
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

7
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

The Holy Name of Our
Lord Jesus Christ

29
10p RJR Civil Rights Center
Tour

22

15
5p Newsletter deadline

8
9a Parish Life
9:30a Shawl Ministry

1

Sat

But.... most of all, sisters and brothers, think of this: our God is not a God who needs a cathedral, or a palace, or contemplative quiet, or any other pre-conditions to be
born in our hearts, to save, heal, and lead us. Our God comes in Jesus, born to Mary in the pandemonium of Bethlehem, in a manger. And all that is needed from us to
allow this birth to happen is the opening of our hearts in love. This can happen anywhere, at anytime. I will pray for you all with this in mind....and I'll see you soon!
— Robert+

25

7:30a Morning Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting
6p Vestry
8:30p Compline (W)

18
19
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
6:30p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

12
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
6:30p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
6p Finance
6:30p Choir
8:30 Compline (W)

5

The Confession of St
Peter the Apostle

11
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
6:30p Bereavement Workshop
with Jehanne Gheith (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

4
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting
8:30p Compline (W)

As a result, the Bishops have strongly advised us to move to online worship or at least to move outside. The good news is that Omicron seems to cause less serious infections and that, because it
spreads so fast, it has the potential to burn out more quickly. Even so, the stress to the health care system could be enormous. For January 2, in-person services have been cancelled. Morning Prayer
will be offered via Zoom at 10 am. Because of the rate at which Omicron burns itself out, we hope to be back in church soon. Look for updates in the weekly This Week at St. Matthew’s emails and
on the website. We fully expect this to be a momentary setback, not a long-term change.

In late December, after consulting with health care professionals, our Bishops shared some very challenging news about the prevalence and infectiousness of the Omicron variant, and what experts are
expecting. Omicron spreads incredibly fast and is not stopped by vaccinations. We are anticipating a nearly vertical spike in cases just after Christmas, with record daily caseloads.

Sun
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Blueberry Bushes
On Sunday December 12th the Youth joined forces with Pelham Jacobs and some folks from the
Churchyard Guild to officially establish the
Youth Garden by planting blueberry bushes! They
are located in the plot of ground right outside the
Youth Room and ten youth, through a very intense democratic process, have thus named them:
Frank, Myrrhy, Caspar, and Mary Magdalene. The
first three names are inspired by the legend of the
Magi, Caspar is one of the Magi, Frank is for
Frankincense and Myrrhy is of course for Myrrh.
Mary Magdalene, as our dedicated Youth Garden
Protector, is the fourth blueberry bush.

Altar Guild News
I am anticipating 2022 as I write this Altar Guild article. We
will have waited through Advent. (I am still not patiently
waiting. At 67, I think I will give that up! I like Christmas
lights, camera, action!) In our house we decorate with zest!
Our holiday routine includes: Jim bakes our favorite German cookies! I bake traditional family delights and
wrap presents with handmade bows. We have a oldfashioned German dinner with our son and his wife, then
late church on Christmas Eve. Christmas morning we travel
to our three children who live in eastern NC, carrying favorite foods and spend a couple of hours at each home. It is
one of our most beloved days of the year.
As for church, decorating the church on December 23rd will
be done. Poinsettias, roping, and candles will have been
placed. The candles on the Advent wreath will have been lit.
Another church year has begun. On January 2 we will undecorate after the Zoom service! I will be there with trash
bags and a list of tasks, and in a matter of moments, all will
be undone! Maybe we should time this event - we might
break a Guinness world record!
When we arrive at church on January 9th, the Advent wreath
will be removed and Advent/Christmas 2021 will be over!
What a wonderful time we will have enjoyed! Beloved community! St. Matthew’s had the blessings of a Holy Christmas! Food to sustain us all!!!
--Kathy von St. Paul, Altar Guild co-chair

