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A New and Ancient Sort of Church
Dear Friends,
As we swing into November, I have two exciting new initiatives to share with you. They are happening this
week!
VILLAGE CHURCH On Sunday, October 31 we are starting a new kind of church experience at St. Matthew’s. We are calling it Village Church, and it is going to be at 9:15am, outside, in the Memorial Garden.
This is worship for all ages. The whole point is to provide informal but holy, connecting worship for the
Saint Matthew’s family, young and old and middle aged. We are doing this outside to meet the needs of our
families with children and for anyone way of meeting in large crowds inside. And the reason we are doing
this in the first place because we have recognized that a great JOY arises, and great FORMATION happens,
and a great BUILDING UP of STRENGTH in the parish happens when our worship connects across generations. The younger folks bring their enthusiasm for life, the more experienced folk bring their wisdom and
their capacity to care. Come along!
CHORAL EVENSONG Back in the good old days when King Henry VIII was busy dissolving monasteries
and creating the Church of England, his ministers had a vision for how ordinary Christians across the country would learn to pray. It would no longer be monks praying in monasteries for other people, or priests being paid to celebrate Masses in cathedrals, it would be each local community gathering twice daily in small
parish churches to pray Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. When Cranmer created the liturgy for these
new Church of England Daily Offices (still in our BCPs!) he modeled then on the monastic offices that he
was familiar with. Over time, some of the most gifted musicians in the West created settings and anthems for
these services, and in the grander parishes the liturgies were embellished with glorious chant, incense, and
processions. In time, Choral Evensong become one of the
greatest aesthetic joys of our Anglican Tradition — a joy
that forms us not through logic or rhetoric, but beauty
itself. With Jason Wright, our Acting Director of Music,
and our St. Matthew’s Choir, we will be offering Choral
Evensong on All Souls’ Day, Tuesday November 2 at
7pm. It will be a time to be held in profound beauty and
holiness to pray for those close to us who have already
passed into Light Eternal.
With joy,
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A Note from the Acting Director of Music
Dear parish members and friends of the parish, thank
you for welcoming me into this extraordinary community called St. Matthew’s. It has been a pleasure to
meet many of you during my Wednesday office hours
and at coffee hour following the 10:30 a.m. Sunday
service. I look forward to meeting many more of you
during my time with you.
As we look to November, I warmly invite you to attend our All Souls’ Choral Evensong at 7pm in the
church. The Commemoration of All Souls’ Day, the
day after All Saints’, is a time for our parish and community to remember our friends and family who have
gone before us. Come partake in this sung service.
You may have seen our flyer on social media or have received an e-mail from a current member of the Parish
Choir, we are inviting singers to join our ranks. If you would be new to the Parish Choir or a former member, I invite you to consider (re)joining us. For those interested or wanting more information, please send
me an e-mail music@stmatthewshillsborough.org.
You may wish to mark your calendar now for Advent Lessons and Carols on Sunday, December 12 at 4pm.
You will not want to miss this service of readings and carols as we prepare to welcome the Christ child into
our midst. More to come about Advent and Christmas music in December’s newsletter.
--A partner in ministry, Dr. Jason A. Wright, Acting Director of Music & Organist.
Daughters of the King
I want to invite all if the women of St. Matthew’s to
consider joining our discernment group for The Order of the Daughters of the King. It only asks that
you love Jesus and want to have a closer relationship.
It is a rule of life that is fulfilled by prayer and service.
If you have said, “I don’t know how to pray” then you
will be perfect for our group. It does not require
beautiful prayers. It asks for conversation with God.
We are not perfect, we are most imperfect, asking for
help in the words that our father wants to hear.
Sometimes, my prayer is me saying, “it’s me again, I
forgot to pray for blah, blah, blah.” Prayer life is
about the time you spend, not about perfection. Prayer is just conversation. Words, wailing, tears
-all are conversation. Hope, now that is when we get
quiet and God speaks!!!!!!
Come join us, pray with us, you can stumble along
and we will do it together. We are all equal. We will
find the words together. Contact Kathy von St Paul at
The Labyrinth the Youth made on October 24th

mamacarter54@yahoo.com; H-919-245-1778, c-919-412-1738
text or call. Thanks, Kathy
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Christian Formation
All Families with Children and Youth! Join us Sunday, November 21st at 9:15am for an Advent Wreath
Workshop. Para Drake and Glenn Sumner will be leading this special program. We’ll set up outside the Education Building where you and your family can gather around a table and you’ll receive greenery, floral wire,
advent wreath base, and candles to create your advent wreath to take home and prepare for Advent I the following Sunday.
Children’s Formation
Join us at 9:15am outside and in-person for Godly Play and Growing in Christ on November 7, 14, and 28.
All children and adults are required to wear a mask during class and when picking up or dropping off. This
year, we are handing out To-Go Feasts; if you would like to help contribute by purchasing a bag or box of pre
-wrapped gummies, goldfish, cookies, etc. we would greatly appreciate it! You can drop it off at the church
office.
Youth Formation
Join us at 9:15am each Sunday for Youth Sunday school where we are following the lectionary Bible texts
using Lectio Divina to discover meaning from these texts for our lives today. Youth Sunday school will be
offered November 7, 14, and 28.
Youth Group meets on Sundays November 7 and 21. Youth Small Groups meet via Zoom on Sundays November 14 and 28.
Reminder! Subscribe to Weekly Children/Youth Updates
Our Children and Youth Weekly Updates have the most up to date information on our formation offerings
especially as COVID continues to keep us on our toes with plans for the Fall. If you would like to receive
these email updates, click here to subscribe or email kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org and I will add you to
our email list! If you are on our list but haven’t been receiving updates, remember to check your junk or
spam folder. Google notoriously categorizes mailchimp emails as spam.
Youth Spotlight!
Emmaline Phillips & Purple Crow Books
Over the summer, I interned at Purple Crow Books in Hillsborough. The owner,
Sharon Wheeler, is a member of St. Matthew’s, and I was connected with her
through my mother. Since reading became a favorite pastime of mine over quarantine, I thought Purple Crow could be a great place for me to help out. When I first
met Sharon at the bookstore, she welcomed me with open arms. She showed me
around and suggested that I write book reviews to hang up around the store. I said
yes, thrilled at the idea of being able to read new books that I hadn’t heard of.
This led to a summer of me coming once a week, helping out around the store
with new shipments, taking home books to review, and bringing in book reviews
from the previous week. Many of my favorite books I discovered through these reviews. The Anthropocene Reviewed by John Green, World of Wonders by Aimee Nazhukamatathil, Transcendent Kingdom by Yaa Gyasi,
Cultish by Amanda Montell, and the list goes on.
One of my favorite things about being at Purple Crow though was getting to be there and see all the people
come and go and interact with Sharon. Sharon has such an air about her that you can come in the door being a complete stranger and leave feeling as though you’ve made a new friend. It seemed as though every person who came in knew Sharon in some way. While there, I got to meet several authors, such as Louise Penny
and Lee Smith. There were so many interesting people who would come in and tell me about their lives and
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the books they’ve been reading. It created such a strong sense of community and belonging within that
bookstore. I felt like I was a part of something special, and I loved how books were the key unifier here.
Community is what I value most about St. Matthew’s, and I got a similar sense of it through Purple Crow. I
treasure this especially in the times of Covid-19 since being together has been that much harder. It is through
community that you can learn lots about different kinds of people and increase your worldview, and that is
exactly what working at the bookstore did for me. My fondest memories of the summer were at Purple Crow,
and I look forward to reading more books and spending more time there in the future. If you ever stop by,
my book reviews are still up with my favorite recommendations!
FeST NEWS!
FeST is a mere month away and things are getting exciting. Bakers are
planning their special treats. Crafters are working their magic. Wreath
greens are growing strong and full!. This year we will have online ordering
and payment - one stop shopping for all! You will be able to order baked
goods, Surprise Boxes, and wreaths all in one place! The online market for
placing orders and making payment will be available on November 12. A
link to the site will be sent out well in advance in multiple ways. If you
can’t find the link by Nov 12, just email Chris (fishercjs@gmail.com) or
Robin (bird.langford@gmail.com) and we will send it directly to you.
Drive-through order pick up will be December 11 at the church. We are very excited to share everyone’s hard
work and hope you, too, are looking forward to enjoying the fruits of everyone’s labor. All proceeds from
FeST go to support local service organizations like Habitat, Compass Center, and OCIM.
—Chris Peterson & Robin Langford
St. Matthew’s Serve One Another Ministry – Join us!
St. Matthew’s Serve One Another (SOA) ministry was created to provide short-term
pastoral care assistance to parishioners in the midst of illness, surgery, accidents, particularly difficult times in life, and other untoward circumstances. Examples of services are: providing meals, driving someone to an appointment, bringing in groceries, walking a dog, running
an errand, visiting and listening, telephoning, writing cards, delivering flowers… We’d love to add your
name to our list of volunteers!
How it works: When a need arises, you receive an email inviting you to help. You are directed to a website
(Signupgenius.com) that describes the need. There is no obligation, but if you are able to help, you can sign
up for a date and time on the website.
If you are interested in joining our SOA ministry or have questions, please contact me at: helenconrad3@icloud.com. Many thanks to those already giving of their time and talent! SOA volunteers have found
that our gestures of support can significantly brighten the difficulties being endured by our brethren. We
hope you’ll choose to engage in this meaningful and rewarding ministry!
With gratitude, —Helen Conrad, SOA Ministry Coordinator

OCIM Ingathering: November 7
Monthly Goal: 175 cans of Beef Stew
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Habitat for Humanity: A Note from Charles McCamy
Greetings to all,
I would like to say thank you to Ellen! Her work and effort in coordinating St. Matthew’s Habitat for Humanity outreach have been outstanding. I so appreciate her assistance in facilitating my transition to this
role.
Our local Orange County Habitat for Humanity continues to build homes on Odie Street in Hillsborough.
Many of you have worked on this street and can appreciate what is being done. We have been asked to bring
a group of six to continue this good work on Odie Street (specific address to follow) on Saturday, November
6th from 8am to 12noon and Saturday, November 20th from 8am to 12noon.
To sign up:
 Please let me or the church office know if you plan to register.
 Click on this link for Habitat Event Registration (http://vhub.at/stmatthews)
 If you have been to this site before, you can simply log-in, click on the date and follow registration prompts. If not, you will need to register with a username and password to proceed.
 Please be sure and upload a copy of your Covid vaccine record.
 An email confirmation will be sent to you after you have completed registration.
Protocols:
 Volunteers need to provide proof of vaccination or provide a negative COVID test within 48 hours of
the start of your shift.
 Masks are required in certain conditions on the jobsite.
 Habitat does provide needed tools. It is suggested you bring your own gloves, mask, water and hand
tools (refer to suggested list on registration site)
Your 1/2 day of work is providing a great service to the families in need of affordable housing. We do hope
you can participate on one or both of these dates.
If there are any questions, please feel free to contact me. My contact information is: 336-263-3941;
charlesmccamy@gmail.com. —Charles McCamy
Mental Health Awareness
Join us monthly for “Clergy Reflections on Mental Health”, a blog that offers wisdom, encouragement, and
motivation for faith communities. In each posting a faith leader shares their connection to mental health
through their stories, ministry, and context. This platform offers many perspectives on how a faith community can eliminate stigma around mental health and offer hope to all. It can help provide ideas on how our different faith communities are ministering to those with mental health challenges. We look forward to learning together! You may visit the blog at https://clergymhblog.blogspot.com/ and comments and/ or questions
can be sent to: ClergyMHBlog@gmail.com
The Rescheduled Racial Justice and Reconciliation Movie Discussions
The Racial Justice and Reconciliation Movie Discussion of Best of Enemies has been rescheduled for Tuesday,
November 9th at 7pm on the Meeting Zoom channel. Watch the movie at your own convenience (it's a great
story based on real events in Durham at the time schools were desegregated) and join us on the 9th. Save the
date of December 7 for the discussion of My Name is Pauli Murray. Also in the planning stages is a Pilgrimage
to the National Memorial for Peace and Justice (the Lynching Memorial) in Montgomery, Alabama in
March, 2022. We will keep you posted, as the COVID situation will be a huge factor in whether this trip
can proceed.
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People News
Thanks to:
 all who donated men’s wear for Orange Correctional
Center Clothing Drive;
 all who are supporting our in-person worship by reading,
ushering, coffee hour hosting, and volunteering in the
nursery;
 our zoom masters: Paul Enquist, Mary Ann Plambeck, Vera
Shanley, Bob Shelton, and Robb Smiley;
 our video masters: Sam Bush, Rich Harris, Jim Parsley, Austin Stapella, Jeff Thompson;
 and the one who is behind the scenes figuring it out, our
rector, Robert Fruehwirth;
 the youth, Kim Powell Cox, and Kate Wisz for their careful
planning and laying out of a labyrinth on the grounds. It
is beautiful and we hope all will feel invited to walk its
path on your own journey of faith. Thanks also to Ada
Catherine Hays for supplying the truck and helping to
move bricks;
 all who signed up to make a
craft or baked items for FeST.
Please welcome:
 Sandra Brown who has transferred her membership from St.
Alban’s Episcopal in Auburndale,
FL.
Recent Deaths:
 We extend our sympathy to
Nancy Rosebaugh at the death of
her mother, Laura, and to
†Rest eternal grant to her, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon her†
Parish Operating Budget Status as of the end of September 2021 (75%)
Budget Expenses:
2021 Budget
Total Spent
%
Work Outside the Parish
$68,250
$39,496
58%
Maint. & Improvements
$73,694
$57,213
78%
Clergy-related
$153,957
$111,208
72%
Administrative
$94,763
$74,194
78%
Christian Ed. Program
$59,347
$42,436
72%
Worship-related
$49,087
$32,875
67%
Expenses Total:
$499,098
$357,424
72%
Budget Income:
2021 Budget Total Received
%
Plate/Gift Offerings Received
$40,000
$53,671
134%
Pledge Payments
$444,340
$341,047
77%
Other
$21,600
$21,200
98%
Income Total:
$505,940
$415,918
82%

October 24’s Sunday Forum
IN CASE YOU MISSED IT
(or want to read it again)
You can find Allen Cronenberg’s paper,
“Seventy-Five Years of Changes and
Transitions” prepared for the October
24th Sunday Forum on Stewardship
posted on the parish website under Education / Sunday Form. Also posted
are Allen’s earlier and related paper on
“Engaging Changes and Transitions: St.
Matthew’s, 1945-1990,” as well as a
compilation of delightful responses to
that paper (including reminiscences
about life at St. Matthew’s in the postWWII era, and more about Peggy Trull
and Boo Collins).
https://stmatthewshillsborough.org/
sunday-forum/

Your small reminder to pledge!!

29
10a Archives
6:30p Education for Ministry (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

28 Advent One
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9:15a Education Hour
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)
2p Safe Haven (M)

4p Youth Devotional Writing (F)
7p Women’s Singing Circle (chr)

22
10a Archives
11a Memorial Service for
Mary Jane Altvater Caison
6:30p Education for Ministry (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

21 Last Sunday after Pentecost
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9:15a Education Hour
9:15a Advent Wreath Workshop
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)
4p Youth Group

4p Youth Devotional Writing (F)

15
10a Archives
5p Newsletter deadline
6:30p Education for Ministry (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

14 Pentecost 25
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9:15a Education Hour
9:15a F&A Q&A (W)
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)
2p Safe Haven (M)

Thu

December Dates:
FeST Saturday, December 11
Christmas Eve Services: 4:00 and 9:00pm
Christmas Day: 10:00am

30 St Andrew the Apostle
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

25 Thanksgiving Day
Office Closed
10a Eucharist (chr)
8:30p Compline (W)

18
8:30a Monthly Breakfast Group
5p Pastoral Care Team
8:30p Compline (W)

11
8:30p Compline (W)

4
8:30p Compline (W)

24
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
7p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

17
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
7p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

10
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
7p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

3
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
1:30p Daughters of the King
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
6p Finance Com.
7p Choir

Wed

23
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

16
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting
6p Vestry
8:30p Compline (W)

9
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
7p RJR Movie Discussion (M)
Best of Enemies
8:30p Compline (W)

2
All Souls
7:30a Morning Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting
6p All Souls’ Evensong (chr)
8:30p Compline (W)

1
All Saints’ Day
10a Archives
12:45p Property Meeting
6:30p Education for Ministry (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

8
10a Archives
6:30p Education for Ministry (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

Tue

Mon

7
All Saints Sunday
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9:15a Education Hour
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)
4p Youth Group

Sun

26
Office Closed
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

19
Diocesan Convention
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

12
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)
FeST On-line Ordering begins

5
8a Morning Prayer (W)
11a Jackie Boada Funeral
8:30p Compline (W)

Fri
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27
10a Yoga

20
Diocesan Convention
8a Habitat for Humanity
Pecan Order Pickup

13
9a Parish Life
10a Yoga

6
8a Habitat for Humanity
9:30a Shawl Ministry

Sat
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The Benches of St. Matthew’s Churchyard

St. Matthew’s churchyard is home to a veritable smorgasbord of places for contemplation and quiet reflection. Nestled among the
beautiful headstones and well-kept grounds are benches, many dedicated in memory of loved ones. As pandemic conditions continue to warrant outdoor meetings and distanced gatherings, these beautiful nooks become even more of a treasure. Imagine meeting up with a dear friend for a catch-up session tucked into one of these serene corners of St. Matthew’s. Perhaps you have a meeting with someone at the church scheduled; a bench meeting in the churchyard would be a perfect place to hold those conversations. We invite you to come explore these spaces as we all find more ways to experience the awesomeness of God’s presence.
--Kate Wisz

