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Dear sisters and brothers here at St. Matthew’s,

This past year has been the most remarkable year in my ministry, 
with COVID flaring and waning and flaring again. And yet, in spite 
of this turbulence, the parish has doggedly persevered in its aim 
of safely re-gathering in person as much as possible while en-
riching our online means of fellowship, worship, and formation.  
We have persisted in our call to feed and support and to care in 
the love of God. On the page to the left you see a sample of the 
ways in which we have done this in 2021: the Great Vigil liturgy 
at Easter, the Easter Egg Hunt gathering families for the first time 
en masse since the pandemic shutdown in 2020, and of course a 
window into our Zoom formation, where so much rich connection 
has happened. I have been particularly pleased with advances in 
live-streaming our 10:30 service as we returned to a normal Sun-
day schedule, the return too of childrens’ and youth formation in 
September, and our ongoing experimentation with online Forma-
tion. I don’t have a crystal ball for 2021-2022 particularly around 
COVID, but I do know that we will continue strong in our work to 
RENEW THE HEART of St. Matthew’s, which is you! 

When you reflect on your pledge for 2022, understand that your 
pledge will go to support this amazing community as we emerge 
from COVID and engage in new patterns of leadership, ministry, 
and the stewardship of our Faith and our grounds and buildings  
for the next generation. We will continue to explore how best to 
play our part of the Body of Christ in this place and at this time, 
with all the gifts, tools, and graces with which God has blessed us. 
St. Matthew’s feels strong to me, and ready to grow. 

                                                 Faithfully,

             The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth, Rector 



RENEWING THE HEART
As we think about this incredible period of time in our Church’s 
history, thoughts of our very recent past and imminent future 
bring to mind “rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering 
produces endurance, and endurance produces character...be-
cause God’s love has been poured into our hearts....” 

Even though we still feel uncertain, we also will be working the 
next year to renew our hearts and commit ourselves to listen to 
God’s message, allowing him to tell us what he wants us to do in 
our Church and in our community.  

Our goal this year is to gather $445,000 in pledges.  This, along 
with other donations and income will allow us to fund the three 
areas of church work that are detailed in the following pages:

• Support for our superb staff and further our growth in all ar-
eas of programming

• Care for our church and grounds with which we’ve been en-
trusted

• Outreach and mission to Orange County and beyond, with 
the knowledge of what God is doing through St Matthew’s to 
create a Beloved Community

Please let us know if you have any questions! 

Madleine Liddicoat
mad@liddi.net  |  (415) 999-7022

Allison Bass 
ahopebass@gmail.com | (919) 760-3860

Co-chairs of the St. Matthew’s 2021
Stewardship Campaign



WE NOURISH, INSPIRE, and SUPPORT
our members through sacred wor-
ship, inspiring music, engaging Sun-
day Forums, Christian Education for 
our children and youth, Pastoral Care 
and Parish Life programs, all while we 
continue to evolve in the way we en-
vision “worship.” In 2022 we will con-
tinue on the journey we began with 
The Rev. Robert Fruehwirth in 2019, 
deepening our faith and expriencing 
how our spiritual growth is reflected 
in revitalized mission in Hillsborough 
and beyond.  

We will also continue with the bless-
ing of our Associate Rector, The Rev. 
Lisa Frost-Phillips, along with our Ves-
try, priest associates, staff, and the lay 
leaders who lead, inspire and support 
us all.  

Toward this end, we want to ensure 
the necessary financial support re-
quired for the outstanding calibre of 
our clergy and staff. They make St. 
Matthew’s vibrant in their attention 
to administrative duties, while continuing to evolve our program-
ming, almost daily, given the rapidly changing demands of the 
pandemic.  Their love for St. Matthew’s is apparent every time we 
gather for Sunday worship, which still includes Zoom worship, 
weekday Zoom Morning Prayer and Compline, or the many other 
meetings that allow us to engage socially or to plan and care for 
St. Matthew’s.  The 2022 core budget to enable and further these 
exemplary services is $305,479. 



WE STEWARD 
WITH LOVE 

the historical grounds and cam-
pus we are blessed and entrust-
ed with.  We will continue to ex-
plore our past, and renew our 
hearts and the mission that we 
have: to be an example of how 
to acknowledge the flaws in our 
past, and learn from them.  We 
will allow God to work through us 
to share with our neighbors in Or-
ange County the right spirit that 
has been renewed in us.  

As we continue that exploration, 
it is apparent that the parish is 
committed to maintaining and 
enriching our property for today 
and future generations.  We do 
this with great love, with a sense 
of that with which we have been 
entrusted while we strive to be 
as efficient as possible.  St. Mat-
thew’s holds a significant place in 
the history of Hillsborough, the 
State of North Carolina, and the 
Episcopal Church.  We continue 
to serve a central and vital place 
within our community.  The core 
budget to remain faithful stew-
ards of these sacred spaces, ar-
chives and property is $82,721.



WE EXTEND GOD’S LOVE 
to communities far and wide through hands-on outreach ministry, 
dedicated work towards reconciliation and justice, and in provid-
ing gifts of financial support to our community neighbors.  We 
also share in supporting the Espiscopal Church through Dioce-
san contributions. As stewards in our community, St. Matthew’s 
is pledging $73,500 in core outreach. In addition to responding 
to the Diocesan Ask obligation of $56,400, we continue to lead 
in our community outreach ministries such as Orange Congrega-
tions in Mission, Habitat for Humanity, Alamance-Orange Prison 
Ministry, Justice United, Iglesia el Buen Pastor Episcopal Church, 
and our continued partnership with Dickerson Chapel AME. The 
funds that are raised by our young people, FeST, and other dis-
cretionary donations received over and above the core budget 
will enable us to extend this support, and to enhance our music, 
educational and online offerings for children, youth and adults.

Stained glass window repair in 2021



QUESTIONS ABOUT PLEDGING? 
We are glad you asked! 

1. Why pledge? 
A pledge can be compared to the ritual of a sacrament: it is an 
outward and tangible expression of gratitude for the abundance 
of God’s love and grace in your life. It is an act of consciously 
choosing to make giving a priority in your life and to help sup-
port the community of faith in which you have made your home. 
Pledging is a way to truly become an integral part of the family of 
St. Matthew’s, to become fully a fundamental part of the whole. 

2. Why should I pledge instead of just putting money in the 
plate? 
For the church to make mindful and judicious decisions in the cre-
ation of the yearly budget, it is essential to have a good idea of 
how much funding we will have in the coming year. Think of it 
as knowing the church’s “salary.” As individuals and families, we 
rely on the knowledge of what our salary and assets will be when 
making our own personal budgets. The church, too, relies on hav-
ing information about what “income” will be available to support 
all the functions of the church which form the basis of steward-
ship: paying clergy and staff, funding education programs, wor-
ship expenses, music programs, archives stewardship, outreach 
programs, caring for the physical structures in which we worship 
and the grounds on which we worship. While plate offerings are 
always welcomed and appreciated, they are less predictable, and 
so offer less reliability for financial planning. The best way for the 
church to have accurate and reliable finances is through the com-
mitted pledging of its members. 

3. Does the pledge need to be paid in full immediately?  
A pledge does not need to be paid immediately. The pledge sim-
ply is a commitment, made after prayer and careful reflection, to 
contribute a certain amount of money to the church for the year 
ahead. Your pledge can be fulfilled with monthly, weekly, or an-
nual payments. The easiest way to fulfill your pledge is to simply 
divide your pledge into monthly payments and put it in your bill 



pay system. That enables you to split up the payments while not 
having to think about it until the next year when you may choose 
to increase your pledge or continue with the same amount. 

4. Do only members pledge? 
In the Episcopal church, while there are many advantages to go- 
ing through the formal process of becoming a member, you are 
already considered a part of the church if you have simply found 
a spiritual home here. You belong to a family of choice and your 
contributions, either of finances, talents, time or spirit, will serve to 
bind you in faith with others who share their lives with you. Stew-
ardship is a pledge to share your gifts, whether they be financial, 
temporal or talent-based, as a tangible expression of faith and 
gratitude for God’s generosity. All people at St. Matthew’s are wel-
come and invited to pledge. 

5. How exactly do I make pledge payments? 
Please see the enclosed pledge card for instructions about how 
to make a pledge. An online pledge form is also available on our 
website, under the menu for “Giving.” https://stmatthewshillsbor-
ough.org/annual-giving/. If you have questions, please ask any of 
the staff or clergy for further information. 

6. I support the goal of gradually increasing our pledges, 
but this year I’m not able to. Is it okay to keep my pledge the 
same or decrease it? 
Yes, absolutely, and there is no shame in this. There are seasons in 
life when financial resources are strained and what we can pledge 
may decrease. The members of St. Matthew’s have come together 
as a whole, year after year, generously supporting our common 
life. Sometimes we can give more and sometimes less. You are 
part of a community that supports itself and takes care of all its 
members equally, regardless of the ability to give. 

Jesus’ parable of the widow’s mite is instructive: the value of the 
gift is in the sacrifice it entails, not in its size. If someone has lost 
half of his income from the previous year, and still gives most of 
the pledge from the previous year, this would entail, spiritually, an 
increase in giving. The critical thing is to make a pledge, regard-



less of the amount, as a way of making concrete your member-
ship in the parish. 

7. My finances are so unpredictable right now that I can’t rea-
sonably make any pledge. Is that OK? Can I make plate dona-
tions instead as my situation becomes more clear?  
Yes, in some cases, you might not know what amount you can 
pledge. We encourage you to make a minimal pledge during the 
Pledge Campaign as a symbol of your commitment to the parish. 
If you need to wait at this time, that is OK. You can be in touch 
with the Rector or the Treasurer, Dorothy Wood, as your situation 
clarifies or changes. 

8. I am interested in offering something in addition to, or in 
lieu of, my Treasure.  How may I offer my Time or Talent?
If you are unable to make as large a financial pledge as you would 
like, consider making a pledge of time, talent, compassionate 
action, or prayer to the parish.  We have outreach opportunities 
through the Shawl Ministry, Habitat for Humanity, and Parish Work 
Days, for example.  A pledge of daily or weekly meditation of 
prayer for the church in this challenging season is another way 
that you can give of yourself.   We also encourage you to commu-
nicate this non-financial pledge directly to The Rev. Robert Frue-
hwirth, who will be grateful to hear of your gift.

We are the Body of Christ; every single one of our members adds 
to our Common Life. No one is more or less valuable in God’s 
eyes. We offer whatever gifts we have with a deep sense of grati-
tude for the gift of our lives and the abundance thereof, and every 
gift is welcomed and honored at St. Matthew’s. 

If you have further questions about pledging, and would like a confi-
dential conversation to aid you in discerning what you would like to 
pledge, please contact either our Rector, The Reverend Robert Frue-
hwirth [robert@stmatthewshillsborough.org] or Madeline Liddicoat, 
co-chair and Vestry Liaison of this year’s Annual Pledge Campaign 
[mad@liddi.net].



We at St. Matthews have received the gift of Christian faith 
and  the Gospel, and habits of prayer and calls to service that 
open our lives to Christ. Our parish is vibrant; our teaching 
is deep, our fellowship is joyous. We have received all this 
only because others before us cared enough to be good 
stewards. Let us be strong to guard these treasures, pro-
tecting and nurturing our community and the life of God’s 
spirit, so that we can pass these gifts on to generations yet 
to come.                   RF+
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