St. Matthew’S
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Dear Friends,
Did you ever, as a child, throw a large stone into a small stream, splashing almost all the water outside the
stream, leaving for a moment only a muddy stream bed? If you did, then you also saw the splashed water find
its way back into the channel and flow back into the water still coming from upstream, re-creating the
stream.
As we head into August, that’s what I experience happening at St. Matthew’s. The pandemic splashed the
ordinary stream of parish life outside the stream bed, but rivulets of our ordinary life are flowing back in,
regathering, and making once again a recognizable flow of church life. Parish Life and the Vestry are hosting
events all summer to invite us to regather. Worship in church looks and feels a lot like it did pre-pandemic.
Committees are finding their footing again, and some are being re-organized to better meet the needs of our
time. And we are investing in means for Hybrid Meetings and Worship as a continued part of our parish life
— do you remember how great it was to discover that we could pray Compline together from our homes, or
engage in small group discussions at night through Zoom?
For me, this regathering of the flow of ordinary church life is hugely gratifying. Not to stretch the stream metaphor too far, but ministering in the pandemic has felt like walking down an empty stream bed, every hop
needing careful negotiation, and falling often into sinkholes. Now, the water is starting to carry us along.
Blessed be God.
The Vestry has guided us so well through this time, and is looking forward now to what our priorities will be
in 2022, picking up the resolutions we made around how we tell and memorialize our history (as a history of
God’s grace and redemption) and how we offer ourselves in relationship to the rest of our community. I am
also working with Kim Powell, our diocesan intern Kate Wisz, and Lisa+ to plan how we might serve young
people and families, as well as our general formation offering for the fall. We are making church as safe as
possible, with anti-virus systems being installed in all of our HVAC systems in all our buildings, and with
masking inside and increased ventilation. And we are making church meaningful and restorative and fun,
with a continued calendar of fellowship events large and small.
It’s true, the full stream of parish life is not yet flowing. Many of us are on much needed vacations. Families
with unvaccinated children are going to take longer to find their way back to in-person worship and formation, as well as persons for whom COVID is a greater risk. And the rise of Delta COVID cases in NC is
giving our Bishops pause. And this still-weakened flow of church life is why we are planning for engagement
with parish-wide issues for 2022. The fall, however, is going to be a rich offering, preparing us for the next
chapter in our parish life. St. Matthew’s is gathering strength.
I am calling a Parish Forum for Sunday, August 8, from 9:30am-10:15, in person and via Worship Zoom,
to talk with you about what your church can do for you, and what you can do in and for your church.
Save the date; details to follow.
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On Sunday afternoon, August 22, Mike Wiley will present his play “Blood Done
Sign My Name” as part of our Faith & Arts series. This is his adaptation of Timothy Tyson’s book of the same name. In it he plays all the characters and brings to
life the events surrounding the 1970 murder of one, Henry Morrow in Oxford,
NC. He presents the story through the vantage point of all the participants and
helps educate the audience of an event we may have lived through, in an area
that is close to Hillsborough, but may be little known to us. We are reminded
that we need to hear each other’s stories - particularly those that shape a community - if we are to achieve any kind of mutual understanding. As a bonus, it is an
excellent opportunity to hear again the gifted singer Mary D. Williams who hovers around the stage offering her voice and spirit, underscoring and enhancing
the message of the play.
Acclaimed actor and playwright Mike Wiley has spent the last decade fulfilling his mission to bring educational theatre to communities across the country. In the early days of his career, Wiley found few theatrical
resources to shine a light on key events and figures in African-American history. To bring these stories to life,
he started his own production company. Through his performances, Wiley has showcased the legacies of Emmett Till, Henry “Box” Brown and more. He has a Masters of Fine Arts from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and is the 2010 and 2014 Lehman Brady Visiting Joint Chair Professor in Documentary
Studies and American Studies at Duke University and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. In
addition to his numerous school and community performances, he has also appeared on Discovery Channel,
The Learning Channel and National Geographic Channel and has been featured in Our State magazine and
on PBS’ North Carolina Now and WUNC’s The State of Things.
Tickets are $20 and available from the church office or online by clicking here. Limiting seating available.

The Better to Fulfill the Office
One of the benefits that stemmed from the recent space re-allocation at St. Matthew’s was a creation of an
office for the music director. Prior to the Fall of 2020, the Music Director worked in the choir’s rehearsal
space. While having one room do double duty might create efficiency, there was significant lack of space for
choral music, choir supplies, and the director’s materials needed for the job. Organ music and important reference books remained at home for lack of filing and shelf space. Work-in-progress had to be secured (i.e., put
out of sight) during rehearsals. Any expansion was curtailed; patience and humor were constant companions.
One of the joys of the new music office is a plaque which parish member Jane Clunie and her family have
given to honor the space. This gift is an outward and visible sign of support for music at St. Matthew’s, for its
ministry to the parish and wider community, and to its leadership. We are deeply grateful to the Clunie family
for their thoughtful generosity in support of St. Matthew’s over the years.
Jane, a retired school psychologist, chairs the church’s Racial Justice and Reconciliation Committee, is a
member of the Adult Choir, and formerly served on the Vestry. Her husband’s uncle, John T. Fesperman, was
an author, organist, choir director at Grace Episcopal Church in Georgetown, and professor at Wellesley College. He was a widely recognized authority in his work at the Division of Musical Instruments at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of History and Technology in Washington, D.C. His book The Organ as a Musical Medium is one of the seminal texts on the organ in the 20th century. Two of his prints from Dom Bedos’ L’arte du
factuer d’orgues (1766-68) will grace the new office and choir room.
—David Arcus, Director of Music & Organist
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An Invitation to Safe Haven Support for Caregivers
Who: Do you care for a loved one at your home or one who lives in another home? Do you provide support
for someone else who cares for a friend or loved one?
What: You are invited to join St. Matthews’ Safe Haven Support for Caregivers.
Why: With the rise of the need for home based and facility care for loved ones, St. Matthews’ Pastoral Care
Team’s David McDuffie and the Rev. Para Drake responded to the need for caring for those who care for their
loved ones by offering this ministry. This online support group will gather you with others who share your
challenges, your fulfillments, and your caring spirit in an accepting and nonjudgmental community that honors strict confidentiality, listening without advising, and beginning and ending on time.
When: The first meeting for this Zoom based ministry will be Sunday, August 1 at 2:00pm. We will gather
for introductions, look at our foundational agreements for the group, and plan the subsequent meeting days
and times. If you would like to join the group and are unable to attend on August 1, please contact Para so
you can be caught up before the second meeting which is now scheduled for August 15 at 2:00pm. (The
schedule for subsequent meetings, after August 15, will be determined by the group on August 1.)
Where: St. Matthew’s zoom meeting channel.
How: With our carefully thought agreements, aka “norms,” you will find a safe space and community of other care givers to journey with you in Christian love and support. Each gathering will be facilitated by a
trained professional volunteer to ensure that you are welcomed, heard, and receive the support and care that
you deserve. The facilitator will gently guide the group to fulfill its purpose.
For more information, contact David McDuffie, dcmcduffie@gmail.com or Para Drake, chaplaindrake@gmail.com.

Loving Your Neighbor in Orange County
As we all are coming out of COVID isolation, various Social Ministries initiatives are starting up again, inviting us in old and new ways to love our neighbors. We’d love to have you involved. Please reach out to the
contacts below or to me or Eileen Camp, chair of Social Ministries if you’d like to be involved.
1. Hillsborough Methodist is hosting a series of conversations on how churches can become communities of
care for those affected by incarceration. Gatherings will be on Wednesdays at 7pm in the Hillsborough United Methodist Church fellowship hall, with coffee and desserts served. The remaining two dates of their fourweek series are: August 18 & August 25. To help with their planning, please register here: https://
hillsboroughumc.typeform.com/to/cvp0lyxI
2. There is a potential new “refrigerator” ministry beginning at Fairview, where a refrigerator would be kept
with perishable foods that people could pick up. They may need teams to help clean, clear and stock. I will
keep you posted as this develops. Contact: Lisa Frost-Phillips
3. Beef Stew donations to fill the shelves of Orange Congregations in Mission are always needed and can be
placed in the grocery cart in the Fellowship Hall. Contact: Carolyn & Jim Parsley
4. Mark your calendars for the next Justice United meeting Thursday, September 30, 7:00pm. All are invited.
We’ll hear about the results of the spring “Listening” campaigns, seeking to understand the most pressing
needs of our communities. And from that, discern one or two areas of major concern to focus on in the upcoming campaign. Contact: Lisa Frost-Phillips, Ran Hamner, Elizabeth Hays
5. Do you have interest in being involved with our annual holiday FeST in December that raises funds for
Social Ministries? We need active leaders involved to begin planning for this. Contact: Lisa Frost-Phillips
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Announcements for Children and Youth
Preschool Playgroup
Amy Huacani is hosting a socially distanced gathering for families with children ages 2-5 at Cameron Park
Elementary School playground after church at 11:45am on Sundays August 15 and 22. Bring your own
lunch and please make sure children come with an adult! Questions? Contact Amy Huacani at ahuacani@gmail.com
Sunday School Teachers, Youth Mentors, and Nursery Volunteers needed!
We are reopening our nursery at St. Matthew’s on Sundays for both the 8:00am and the 10:30am services. In
order to offer this necessary ministry for our families we need volunteers who are fully vaccinated and can
assist Jane Fischer on Sundays. Any commitment you can give is most welcome! If you are available, vaccinated, and interested please email Mary at welcome@stmatthewshillsborough.org with your name and availability. We particularly need 8:00am service volunteers!
Children’s Formation
We are excited to begin a new program year in September, but in order to offer the full program for our children, we need teachers and assistants for Godly Play and Growing in Christ. There is no experience necessary and we have a variety of roles that folks of all skills and talents can fulfill! Here is a highlight of the programs we offer:
Godly Play - a Montessori-based religious education program that focuses on making meaning through story,
wonder, and play. Its goal is to nurture spiritual lives by honoring the centrality, competency and capacity of
children. We need Godly Play helpers this year, both storytellers and doorpersons. If you are interested in
learning how to tell Godly Play stories, assistant as a doorperson, or have any questions contact Kim at
kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org
Growing in Christ - developed by St. Matthew’s parishioners, this education program teaches children in
upper elementary about the liturgical practices of the church through interactive lessons that involve both a
child-led “mini service” like what children see in the church each week and a series of short lessons (ex. Memorizing the Lord’s Prayer). The children also do a variety of service projects, reading challenges, and write
cards to parishioners in need. If you are interested in teaching or assisting in our Growing in Christ classroom or have any questions, contact Kim at kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org
Youth Formation
We are in need of youth mentors who can commit to serving our youth this program year! We have exciting
things in the works for the 2021/2022 program year but in order to offer the variety of youth programs we
have planned, we need youth helpers, mentors and chaperones! We have an incredible community of youth
at St. Matthew’s who need support and care in their spiritual formation. Here is a highlight of the programs
we offer:
 Episcopal Youth Community (Youth Group) on Sunday nights
 Youth Sunday School - Sunday morning Formation
 Youth Retreats - Fall and Spring
 Youth Movie Nights and Eno River Outings
 Youth Leadership Council
If you are looking to get plugged into a ministry at St. Matthew’s and have a heart for young people, contact
Kim at kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org
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Carpaccio and Cappadocians
From 6:30 to 8:00pm on Tuesday, August 10th, our intern Austin, will be leading the second of his two-part
seminar on Gregory of Nyssa in the Fellowship Hall. Gregory was a theologian in the 4th century from Cappadocia (a region in present-day Turkey). He was a very eccentric but profound thinker and was highly influential on later theologians and philosophers. We’ll be learning from Gregory that matter doesn’t exist, that
God only created one human being, and that even the devil will be saved. The seminar will be a casual environment where questions and digressions are encouraged. Appetizers and an assortment of beverages will be

Yoga at St. Matthew’s
Kate Wisz, our diocesan intern, would like to offer yoga classes at St. Matthew’s. In order to learn what styles
of yoga would be most desirable, and when parishioners, friends, and community members might like to see
such classes offered, please reach out to her or Anne Kenyon. You can call or text Kate at 919-208-5052. We
hope to start in August.
Thanks!
Kate

Ice Cream Social
Here’s a new “Save-the-date” for you, St.
Matthew’s: Sunday, August 15. Please come
to the courtyard area outside the Fellowship
Hall at 4 o’clock for ice cream, popsicles
and other frozen treats. Besides cool snacks,
we’ll have croquet, (back due to popular
demand from our June picnic), kickball,
giant bubbles, badminton and other outdoor games and festivities. Adults are welcome to join in or bring their lawn chairs
and view the action while enjoying icy goodies and a relaxing afternoon together. Circle
the date and make plans to be part of the
fun!
—The Parish Life Committee

Shawl Ministry News
Calling all Quilters and Weavers
When the Shawl Ministry was first created, all forms of fabric work were included in the ministry. At our
last Shawl Ministry meeting the members decided to return to our roots and invite quilters, weavers and
other fabric creators to join us. We meet in the parish house on the first Saturday of the month. For more
information please call Nancy Harris at 919-732-6335.
Guess what Judy Anderson was up to during the Pandemic
She was wildly crocheting! Judy and her husband, Tom, came to the July Shawl Ministry meeting with a box
of FORTY of the most wonderful baby blankets. Each was unique, soft and perfect. We were wowed! They
blessed us with the blankets and left with much gratitude. Thank you so much for your contribution to our
ministry.
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People News
Thanks to:
 Bill Kodros for his singing at the 10:30 service on July
4;
 David Yelton for the (previously given) gift of the piano
in the Education Building, but now with a memorial
plaque dedicating it to the memory of his wife, Cindy;
 all who donated backpacks for the Refugee Support
Center’s School Supply Collection Drive
 Para Drake for the donation of books for the RJR library collection; and to
 Anita Salazar and Austin Stapella for your contribution
to our life through your work as duke Divinity School
interns this summer.
Congratulations to:
 Robert at the 2nd year anniversary of being our rector;
and to Jane, Corinne, and Sebastian for being part of
our parish family.
Recent deaths:
 We extend our sympathy to Sally Addison
at the death of her
husband Al; to
 Roxanne Sheffield at
the death of her husband, Frank; and to
 Sandy Chandler at the
death of her mother,
Georgianna
†Rest eternal grant to them,
O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine
upon them.†
Parish Operating Budget Status s of the end of June 2021 (50%)
Budget Expenses:
2021 Budget
Total Spent
%
Work Outside the Parish
$65,750
$25,255
38%
Maint. & Improvements
$73,694
$36,202
49%
Clergy-related
$154,977
$73,907
48%
Administrative
$91,673
$46,252
50%
Christian Ed. Program
$53,746
$28,563
53%
Worship-related
$49,087
$21,596
44%
Expenses Total:
$488,927
$231,775
47%
Budget Income:
2021 Budget Total Received
%
Plate/Gift Offerings Rec’d
$40,000
$27,810
70%
Pledge Payments
$443,140
$261,647
59%
Other
$21,600
$20,450
95%
Income Total:
$504,740
$309,907
61%

The 2021
Fall Parish Directory
This month we begin our annual process of
updating the parish directory. Have you
moved? Dropped your land line? Changed
your email address? If any of your contact information has changed in the last year, please
send me an email
(welcome@stmatthewshillsborough.org) or call
the church office (919-732-9308). There will
be a copy of the directory in a purple binder
on the table in the foyer of the Parish House if
you want to see what contact information we
have on record for you or your family. You
can update your information there as well.
If you are new to the parish and want to be
included, please send me your name, address,
phone numbers, and email address. Thanks
for your help!!
--Mary Rocap
Music Director David Arcus and Jane Clunie
holding a plaque to commemorate the
Clunie family gift to the new music office.

29 Pentecost 14
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9a Coffee Hour
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)
5p St. Mary’s Homecoming
7p Women’s Singing Circle

8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9a Coffee Hour
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)
Noon Preschool Playgroup
3p F&A: Mike Wiley & Blood
Done Sign My Name

22 Pentecost 13

4p Ice Cream Social

30
10a Archives
8:30p Compline (W)

23
10a Archives
8:30p Compline (W)

31
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

24 St. Bartholomew, the
Apostle
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

17
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting
6p Vestry
8:30p Compline (W)

16 St. Mary the Virgin
10a Archives
5p Newsletter deadline
8:30p Compline (W)

15 Pentecost 12

8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9a Coffee Hour
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr + W)
Noon Preschool Playgroup
2p Safe Haven Support (M)

10
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
6:30p Carpaccio &
Cappadocians (Fellowship Hall)
8:30p Compline (W)

9
10a Archives
8:30p Compline (W)

8 Pentecost 11
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9a Coffee Hour
9:30a Parish Forum (chr + W)
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr)
(plus Worship Zoom)

3
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting
8:30p Compline (W)

Tue

2
10a Archives
8:30p Compline (W)

Mon

1 Pentecost 10
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9a Coffee Hour
10:30a Eucharist, Rt II (chr)
(plus Worship Zoom)
2p Safe Haven Support (M)

Sun

25
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
7p Hill. Meth. Chr. Mtg.
8:30p Compline (W)

7p Hill. Meth. Chr. Mtg.
8:30p Compline (W)

5p Women’s Spirituality Group

18
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)

11
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)
8:30p Compline (W)

5p Women’s Spirituality Group
8:30p Compline (W)

5p For Those Who Live Alone (M)

4
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (chr)

Wed

26
5p Parish Pastoral Group (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

19
8:30a Breakfast Fellowship (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

12
5p Parish Pastoral Group (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

5
8:30p Compline (W)

Thu

Fri

27
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

20
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

13
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

6 The Transfiguration of Our
Lord Jesus Christ
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)
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28

21

14
9a Parish Life

7
9:30a Shawl Ministry
4p Vestry Gathering:
Lindsay & Katie Efland

Sat
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St. Mary’s Chapel Homecoming Service
August 29, at 5:00 p.m.
The celebration of the 69th Homecoming Service at St. Mary’s
Chapel will be held on Sunday, August 29, at 5:00 p.m. Everyone is invited to attend the once-a-year service of Evening
Prayer at this Orange County historical landmark. Our Rector emeritus, Brooks Graebner, will preach and Mary Rocap will
sing.
St. Mary’s was founded in 1759 as a ‘chapel of ease’ within
the colonial St. Matthew’s Parish, so called because it was intended to provide a convenient place of worship for persons
living too far away from Hillsborough, the County Seat. This
year we will be remembering three important members of the
St. Mary’s community: Max Isley, Polly Roberts, and Jane Mary
Umstead (the organist pictured on the right).
Please plan to attend and stay for some light refreshments
following the service.
NOTE:
St. Mary’s Chapel is located on the NE corner of St. Mary’s
Road and Schley/Pleasant Green Road
(6.5 miles north of St. Matthew’s).

