St. Matthew’S

News and Views of the Parish of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Hillsborough, NC

July 2021

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
Summertime! I am so grateful to have journeyed with you all the way through this pandemic and to begin a
more ordinary summertime focused on fellowship, regathering, and rest. Across the community, we are coming out of our pandemic retreat in different ways, and each of us at a different pace. There is a kind of postpandemic shyness, a reticence to jump into new commitments, and for many of us a deep tiredness — a
tiredness down in our souls from all the adjusting we’ve had to do, all the ‘best efforts in unpropitious situations, ‘ all the creativity we’ve had to muster.
Over the next few months I imagine us coming back to strength, but strength more connected, paradoxically, to our weakness, a strength more grounded in our truth and so connected to God. Put differently: the
pandemic has been for many of us a deep and searching lesson in humility. Humility is what re-joins us to
ourselves and to God and each other. It is Jesus’ great desire for each of us because it opens us to Love.
Do not let me hear
Of the wisdom of old men, but rather of their folly,
Their fear of fear and frenzy, their fear of possession,
Of belonging to one another, or to others, or to God.
The only wisdom we can hope to acquire
Is the wisdom of humility: humility is endless. [T.S.Eliot. East Coker]
On June 27 we return to in-person church at 8am and 10:30am! In addition, we are experimenting with
gathering a community online for the 10:30 service, live-streaming the Holy Eucharist from inside the
church and providing for as much community interaction as possible. We want to avoid the whole “church
as movie” phenomena.
Inside the church, we are asking all people to mask (except leaders
when reading, preaching, or praying at the altar). We are ‘masking up’
as an expression of love for one another. Whether we think it’s necessary or not, it will make church feel safer for many of us. I ask you, as
you put on your mask, to do so as a gift to the community; this habit
will make it easier for us to come back together as a community and
restore our relationships. It will allow us to have more people in our
small church.
Also inside, vaccinated people will be able to sit in pods at their private
discretion. The choir will be able to pod and sing. And finally, I am
pleased to announce that registration is no longer required for worship
services or adult gatherings at church!!!
God bless you all! Enjoy the summertime.
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In-Person Opportunities and Requests
Help Wanted!!
Nursery Volutneers (see below)
Altar Guild (see below)
9:00 Coffee Hour Hosts
Ushers at 8:00
Ushers at 10:30
IT support:
 Live Video
 Zoom Masters

If you are interested in helping in any capacity,
even if it is not listed to the left,
please let the office know and
we’ll help get you plugged in.

We welcome the return of our Summer Choir to the 10:30 Eucharist on June 27
We give thanks for our singers’ steadfastness and sharing of talent during its 15-month hiatus from in-person
worship. Summer choir is open to all singers. We gather at 9:15 to rehearse for the 10:30 Eucharist. There is
no mid-week rehearsal. For further information, including Sundays when the summer choir will sing, please
contact David Arcus (davidallenarcus@gmail.com).
Announcements for Children and Youth
Interested in a socially distanced playgroup for your preschooler and their family that meets about twice a
month? Any Huacani is hosting a gathering for families with children ages 2-5 at Cameron Park Elementary
School playground after church on Sundays. If you are interested and would like to know more the time and
dates of future gatherings contact Amy Huacani at ahuacani@gmail.com
Nursery Volunteers Needed!
We are re-opening our nursery at St. Matthew’s on Sundays for both the 8am and the 10:30am services. In
order to offer this necessary ministry for our families we need volunteers who are fully vaccinated and can
assist Jane Fischer on Sundays. Even if you can only commit to one Sunday at one service time, any commitment you can give is most welcome! If you are available, vaccinated, and interested please email Mary at welcome@stmatthewshillsborough.org with your name and availability.
News from the Altar Guild
Dear St Matthew’s,
We have begun having two services on Sunday: one at 8:00 and one at 10:30. We need your help in
usual set-ups, as linen mavens, and we will soon be adding flowers every Saturday for the team to arrange for
the altar. The Altar Guild would love for all of you to resume your donation for flowers to honor or remember loved ones. Mary Rocap has the put the flower sign-up notebook in the foyer of the Parish House. The
donation is $75.00 for the two arrangements. One of our very busy volunteers claims the flowers and delivers weekly bouquets to our shut-ins. Apparently, that volunteer has used “loaves and fishes powers “to deliver flowers for the entire Covid-19 shutdown! I would give a shout out, but shh, the work is a secret!
Please consider joining the Altar Guild. We have several out sick for an extended period of time.
The work is done in teams, is easily accomplished and is very satisfying spiritually.
Thanks to our members for all of their work. We will be having our annual meeting on August 21 so
save the date for our first meeting since 2019.
--Kathy von St. Paul
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Small Informal Gatherings hosted by Vestry Members coming this Summer
To celebrate being able to regather in person, the vestry is delighted to host a series of small gatherings for
parishioners over the coming months. The plan is to offer three small gatherings of about 20 people each
month, hosted by a different vestry member. The specifics of each gathering will be announced one month
at a time, and parishioners will be invited to use SignUp Genius to sign up on a first come, first served basis. In order that as many people as possible can participate, we ask that you sign up for just one event.
July 10th from 6:00-8:00pm hosted by Dorothy & Michael Wood
Join Dorothy and Michael Wood for sunset on the back patio at 620 Lee Fox Lane for drinks, appetizers and
socialization! Bring your favorite sharing dish – we will supply the beer, wine, and a selection of nonalcoholic
beverages. (Please wear a mask, if you’re not vaccinated.)
July 30th from 4:00-6:00pm hosted by Edward &Phyllis Wright
A Wine & Cheese Party; more details to come. (fully vaccinated only)
And from the Rector:
Sunday July 25 from 4:00-5:30pm: A Family Walk to Whit’s
Jane and Robert have made it a family tradition to walk with the kids to Whit’s most Sundays and they’d like
to share this with you. Gather at St. Matthew’s for a shady walk along the Eno to Whit’s Frozen Custard,
and back through Hillsborough to the church. Round Trip this is 2.5 miles, but we will have drivers ready at
Whit's to take weary walkers back to church as needed. The ice cream is on the Rector, but do bring water!
Indicate on the signup if you think you’ll need a ride back!
Saturday July 31 from 4:00-5:30pm: Beer and Bocce and Lemonade
Come to the Rectory Back-40 for a challenging game of Bocce, with local IPAs and homemade lemonade.
Kids can play soccer.
Safe Haven Support for Caregivers
Caring for others is becoming necessary for families and friends. Whether loved ones are physically, mentally, or emotionally in need of care, at home or in a facility, because they cannot live on their own, the health
of those responsible for them is at risk. We noticed that the Pandemic increased the isolation and concerns
for caregivers. We believe this ministry will bring nonjudgmental encouragement, reduce the isolation, and
provide emotionally healthy relationships within a safe and confidential space to encourage trust. As a community of Christians, we offer this ministry to our parish that will be defined to meet the needs of caregivers
in an appropriate way through:
 Offering information and hypothetical situations to inspire authentic, open conversation
 Provide resources as requested from the larger community
 Regular gatherings on Zoom and /or in person when the time is right
Rev. Para Drake (MDiv, ThM, BCCC, CPC) and David McDuffie (DMin) and members of the Pastoral Care
Team are organizing this group and will be facilitating the meetings. First and foremost, they are committed
to providing a safe, confidential space to hear your stories, to listen and respond to your needs and those expressed by the group
You are invited to sign up to “come and see” as together we organized this ministry. Your responses and participation are confidential. We are looking for six people to sign up so we can set up the initial meeting. If
you have questions or concerns, feel free to contact one of us:
Para: chaplaindrake@gmail.com; 919-698-8575
David: dcmcduffie@gmail.com; 705-540-4385
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St. Matthew’s
Faith & Art Series
August 22
Mike Wiley
Blood Done Sign My Name
More information to come

IT HAS BECOME A TRADITION in the Diocese of North Carolina to celebrate the feast of the
Rev. Dr. Pauli Murray on July 1. St. Titus', Durham, has hosted this gathering in recent years, and
this year the tradition continues. This year's service features a sermon by Georgia State Senator the
Rev. Kim Jackson.
The annual commemoration will also include an anthem by a virtual choir made up of singers from
different congregations and the dedication of a Pauli Murray icon written by the Rev. Monnie Riggin and given to the St. Titus' congregation. The service will be shared on July 1 at 7p.m. and can be
viewed on the St.Titus' Facebook page; the Diocese of North Carolina Facebook page and YouTube
channel; and the Pauli Murray Center Facebook page. If you are not available to join us as the event
happens, you can still enjoy the service on any and all of these channels.
RELATED
Want to learn more about the Rev. Dr. Pauli Murray? WUNC, North Carolina Public Radio, now
offers a podcast dedicated to the life and work of this NC saint, Pauli the Podcast.
New Books in the Library including Pauli Murray’s Proud Shoes
A section of the library in the Graebner Room will be dedicated to materials relevant to racial justice. We now have: Kindred by Octavia Butler, The Fire Next Time
by James Baldwin, The New Jim Crow by Michelle Alexander, Just Mercy by Bryan
Stevenson, Reconstructing the Gospel by Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove, The Color of
Compromise by Jemar Tisby, Jesus and the Disinherited by Howard Thurman, as well
as a few others. You are welcome to sign these books out, read them at your leisure, and then return them.
From the Shawl Ministry
In gratitude. In appreciation. In thankfulness, the Shawl Ministry acknowledges the many donations of yarn
that we have received. It is amazing what the members knit and crochet from large skeins and small balls. No
donation is too small for it to be turned into a magnificent piece meant to comfort and console.
A special recognition goes to our guardian angel who gave us $150 to spend with abandon at Joanne Fabrics.
The thoughtfulness of you and all of our donors are knitted and crocheted into the fabric of our shawls and
lap-robes, never to be forgotten. Please know that as our fingers fly over the yarn, you are a part of us.
--Nancy Harris
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People News

Praise for Our Lay Worship Leaders

Thanks to:
 Carolyn Carlson at her gift of the beautiful quilt
hanging;
 Deb Kodros, Yvonne Petitmaire, and Suzanne Powers for
reupholstering the eight chairs in the Graebner
Room;
 Para Drake for her picture taking and picture sharing; and
 the Shawl Ministry, Phyllis Wright, Jennifer Peake, and
Mary Rocap who offered hospitality and care to new
clergy for the New Clergy Residency Retreat led by
Lisa.
We remember:
 Katherine Nelson and Thelma Cheek whose memorial
services were held in the church this month.
†Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon them.†

As many of you are aware, Robert has encouraged increased hands-on involvement from
our parish members, including in leading worship services. A bittersweet opportunity developed during the age of COVID for us to hold
online daily office services during the week,
and I accepted the responsibility of organizing
and mentoring lay leaders to preside over
Compline (M-F, 8:30 p.m. to 8:45/50). This
followed a trial run of Compline during the
Spring of 2020, whose leadership is also included below. As facilitator, I have had the
pleasure of working with these staff and Parish
members and want to commend them to your
attention with my deep gratitude for the willingness to offer time and to learn about this
beautiful service. Some Complines have been
a “team effort” among spouses, which has
been extra sweet and also worthy of mention.
So, thank you to: Kim Powell, Lisa Frost-Phillips,
Robert Fruehwirth, Jehanne Gheith, Betty Wolfe,
Hayes and Jill Hofler, Jennifer Peak, Ellen McRae,
Robin Arcus, Yvonne Petitmaire, Edward and Phyllis Wright, Bartow Culp, Conrad Fulkerson, Susannah Breaden, Sharon and Christopher Ringwalt,
David McDuffie, and Jasmine Trinks. We have
also been blessed by participation from our
seminarian interns: from last year Amy Peterson
and David Nichols, and this summer Anita Salazar and Austin Stapella.
What a blessing our lay leaders are to the life
of St. Matthew’s!
--David Arcus, Music Director & Organist

Parish Operating Budget Status as of the end of May 2021 (42%)
Budget Expenses:
2021 Budget
Total Spent
%
Work Outside the Parish
$65,750
$28,301
43%
Maint. & Improvements
$73,694
$30,627
42%
Clergy-related
$154,977
$61,463
40%
Administrative
$91,673
$36,321
40%
Christian Ed. Program
$53,746
$24,104
45%
Worship-related
$49,087
$17,992
37%
Expenses Total:
$488,927
$198,809
41%
Budget Income:
2021 Budget Total Received
%
Plate/Gift Offerings Rec’d
$40,000
$23,198
58%
Pledge Payments
$443,140
$220,134
50%
Other
$21,600
$20,450
95%
Income Total:

$504,740

$263,782

52%

Mon

Tue

Wed

5
Office Closed
8:30p Compline (W)

12
10a Archives & History
8:30p Compline (W)

19
10a Archives & History
8:30p Compline (W)

26 James the Apostle
10a Archives & History
8:30p Compline (W)

4 Pentecost 6 / Proper 9
Independence Day
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9a Coffee Hour
10:30 Eucharist, Rt II (chr)
(plus Worship Zoom)

11 Pentecost 7 / Proper 10
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9a Coffee Hour
10:30 Eucharist, Rt II (chr)
(plus Worship Zoom)

18 Pentecost 8 / Proper 11
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9a Coffee Hour
10:30 Eucharist, Rt II (chr)
(plus Worship Zoom)

25 Pentecost 9 / Proper 12
8a Eucharist, Rt I (chr)
9a Coffee Hour
10:30 Eucharist, Rt II (chr)
(plus Worship Zoom)
7p Women’s Singing Circle

27
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

20
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting
7p Vestry
8:30p Compline (W)

13
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
11a Property Meeting
8:30p Compline (W)

6
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting
8:30p Compline (W)

28
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (church)
7p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

7p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

5p Women’s Spirituality Group

21
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (church)

14
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (church)
7p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

7p Choir
8:30p Compline (W)

5p For Those Who Live Alone (M)
5p Women’s Spirituality Group

7
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (church)

Please note that community groups have begun in-person meetings.
AA meets M, W, & F evenings.

Sun

29
8:30p Compline (W)

22
8:30p Compline (W)

15
8:30a Breakfast Fellowship
Group (M)
5p Parish Pastoral Group (M)
p Newsletter deadline
8:30p Compline (W)

8
8:30p Compline (W)

1
5p Parish Pastoral Group (M)
7p Celebration of Pauli Murray
(St. Titus and virtual)
8:30p Compline (W)

Thu

JULY 2021

30
4p Vestry Hosted Small
Gathering: Edward &
Phyllis Wright
8:30p Compline (W)

23
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

16
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

9
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

2
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

Fri

31

24

17

10
9a Parish Life
6p Vestry Hosted Small
Gathering: Michael &
Dorothy Wood

3
9:30a Shawl Ministry

Sat
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