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A Time to Regather! Summer 2021
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
The Vestry heard loud and clear the need of the parish to dedicate this summer to nothing more or less than
regathering, having time for fellowship with no other purpose than celebrating our common life. Our regathering runs in fact down three main lines: worship, fellowship, and committee/small group meetings. I look
forward to all of these, but special effort this summer will go into fellowship. Please see the announcement
below about our Parish Picnic on June 13. While we are still sorting out diocesan requirements involving
children and youth, it’s clear we can have a picnic together on the grounds with music, fellowship, drinks
and food, and even time to slip into a dark, cool church to say hello again to our holy place.
As far as Sunday worship goes, we are still limited by the need to remain socially distanced and masked at
our communal worship — because we can’t confirm vaccination status ahead of time for everyone. We will be
able to have more people come to worship if the vaccinated are willing to sit in ‘pods’ but this raises tricky
questions which we are still working out. We want for everyone to be welcome, and to cast no shame, and to
keep everyone safe!
However we work this out, it is going to be a summer of experimentation, adaptation, and gradual widening
in worship offerings. We are not going to be able to instantly recreate pre-pandemic worship — it might be
some time before we have 180+ people at two services on a Sunday. We will likely have a number of smaller
services in different venues, with different possibilities around singing, masking, distancing. I ask for your
patience as we experiment with different offerings and invite you to come to worship with a simple and open
heart. Come to ENJOY and RELISH the opportunities we have for being together and to be deeply NOURISHED by them, just as they, without having to judge them by what we had ‘before.’
For the month of June we are going to try this for Sunday: 8AM Holy Eucharist, Rt. II, indoors with music,
followed by 10AM Zoom Morning Prayer. The exception to this is June 13th, the date of the Parish Picnic,
sponsored by Parish Life. On that day we will have 8AM Eucharist in the church, 9:30 Zoom Morning Prayer, and 11:00 Outdoor Eucharist before the Picnic.
And please stay tuned! The vestry is planning for a number of smaller fellowship events for June-August and
we will be releasing information shortly.

Parish Picnic: Sunday, June 13
The Parish Life Committee is happy to announce plans for a Parish Picnic on Sunday, June 13. We ask
everyone to bring their own picnic lunch and a blanket or chairs and we will supply bottled drinks,
water and dessert. Following a short service of Holy Eucharist on the patio at 11:00am, we will relax and
eat before indulging in activities and games for all ages and energy levels. (Relaxing and getting
reacquainted with fellow parishioners is also encouraged.) So save the date--June 13th-- and let's welcome
the summer of 2021 with the joy of being together again!
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Introducing our NEW Interns
Anita Salazar and Austin Stappella (both with the same initials), our Duke Divinity School Interns, will be
here this summer until August 8. Kate Wisz, Our Diocesan Intern is here into January.
Greetings in Christ! My name is Anita Salazar and I am very thankful for
the blessing of serving St. Matthew’s this summer. I am a seminarian at
Duke approaching my final year of studies in the Master of Divinity program. I specialized in Pastoral Ministry in my Bachelor of Arts in Religion
degree from Wayland Baptist University. I was raised in a small rural
town in the panhandle of Texas named Hereford and it was during my
youth there that I received a calling to ordained ministry. I have been recognized as a Young Maston Scholar by the T. B. Maston Foundation for
Christian Ethics and was recently elected as a Divinity School Representative to the Graduate and Professional Student Government. I am inspired
by the similitude of St. Matthew’s mission and message and my personal
mission and want to find and work through the best need for St. Matthew’s in these respects.
Hello! My name is Austin Stapella and I am looking forward to participating in the life of Saint Matthew’s this summer. I am currently between my second and third years in the Master of Divinity program at Duke. After completing my M.Div., I hope to pursue a Ph.D., either studying late ancient theology
and philosophy or specializing in the letters of the Apostle Paul. Ultimately, I
would like to teach in a university setting and also become ordained as a priest
in the Episcopal Church. Though I was born in Austin, Texas (my namesake),
I spent the vast majority of my life in the Western suburbs of Chicago. I received my BA there at Wheaton College, a small Christian liberal arts school, in the Classics (Greco-Roman
Languages and Literature). Shortly after graduating, my wife, Becky, and I moved to Durham so that I could
attend Duke. I am often quiet in group settings, but there is nothing I love more than the discussion of my
areas of interest (metaphysics, ancient literature, Scripture, and political theory) or learning about what interests others. Thank you for welcoming me into your congregation!
Hello! I am Kate Wisz. I have been placed at St. Matthew’s through good
fortune and the answering of prayers as I make my way through the discernment process for the Vocational Diaconate. As a Diocesan Intern, I
am learning how to balance this calling with the life I have been building
to this point. My husband and I, attorneys who met at the University of
Kentucky College of Law, are parents to three children. All born the same
day they are now exploring the world as rising juniors in college, flung
across the Eastern part of the United States, from New Orleans to New
York City. Leisure time allows me to pursue my passion for movement,
reading, birding, and flowers. During business hours I work as an administrative law judge with the Social Security Administration in the Raleigh
office. While I am with St. Matthew’s I am working toward certification as
a postpartum doula. The diaconate area of service to which I have been
drawn involves women. I am eager to discover the needs and wishes of the
women at St. Matthew’s and in our surrounding community.

June 2021

Page 3

Announcements for Children and Youth
Some Highlights from this Year:
 All Saints Family Faith Formation
 Virtual Christmas Pageant
 Virtual Pancake Making Secret Pals
 Holy Week Home Altars
 Faith at Home Bags
 Youth Outdoor movie nights
 Youth Sunday on May 9th!
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NewComer News
The NewComers Committee has continued to greet visitors to St. Matthew's over the last year. We have
made many phone calls and written letters and emails in an effort to remain welcoming and share our enthusiasm about St. Matthew's. We have received great response and are grateful that we had this connection
during a time of some isolation.
Last fall, we divided up visitors, and assigned them partners within our group. Several connections were
made as people were comfortable meeting outside and shared some socially distanced fellowship. Later this
month, as we are able to have outdoor gatherings, we will make sure to invite folks who have been visiting
with us over the past year.
We would like to remind everyone to wear their buttons as we begin to attend in person services! The button storage bags are hanging in the Parish House and in the Fellowship Hall.
Thanks to all parishioners for being open and welcoming and greeting your neighbor on Sunday morning
and beyond!
--The St. Matthew's NewComers Committee

Altar Guild News
Dear Altar Guild and congregation,
I hope that you will have attended an in-church service by the time this newsletter arrives. We are enjoying being in the church and enjoying the holy space. There is nothing quite like the sun sparkling through
our windows and dancing on the floor.
Sign up for the service! Communion is served as bread at this time and brought to you at your pew. I
find it richly divine, not lacking.
For the Altar Guild, please sign up to support our services. We are asking that you cover any services in
the week as part of your commitment. Wednesday noon may be prepped Tuesday night and cleaned up
Wednesday night. We also need some linen support if you are so inclined! It is easy and very satisfying for
folks that love a little OCD task. Wash, do not dry, iron dry- magic! Soothing to fold and put away in the
drawers at church. My sweet Jim rarely gets his shirts ironed, but I do enjoy the challenge of ironing a fair
linen, corporal, or purification! I see your hands going up!
We are looking for new members as we have some health challenges in our ranks. It is a brief time commitment and you work on teams so quickly done. You volunteer for the dates that you can serve. Remember
open to men, women and teens!
Come join us! and,Thanks so much!
Kathy von St. Paul
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Signs of the Spirit
In this season after Pentecost, I have my eyes open for signs of the Spirit at work in God’s world.
One sign- which you may not be aware of- is all the ways this church shares generously with its neighbors and
with those organizations working to make our community and the world a better place. I had the joy- and it
was a joy- of attending the Social Ministries Committee meeting in April, where they thoughtfully made decisions how and where to share funds, both budgeted and those given specifically for COVID relief.
The following agencies were given donations ranging from $500 to $2,000 from St. Matthew’s: Fairview Gardens, Justice United, Anathoth Community Gardens, the Family Success Alliance, Alamance Orange Prison
Ministry, the Compass Center, LEAP (an Episcopal funded bilingual preschool in Durham), Orange Congregations in Mission, Episcopal Farmworker Ministry, Meals on Wheels, and a scholarship fund at Durham
Technical Institute.
These contributions make a real difference in people’s lives. I spoke with the director of LEAP (Latino Educational Achievement Partnership) in Durham, who is a member of St. Phillip’s. She spoke movingly about
the difference these financial gifts make to their bilingual preschool program. Many of their families lost jobs
during COVID and were unable to pay their rent, much less their preschool tuition. LEAP was able to
bridge the gap for these families, helping with rent, food, preschool, so that the families has some sense of
stability in a difficult time. This is just one small example of how your generosity makes a difference. Thank
you.
If you are interested serving on the Social Ministries Committee, or even just have an idea or a desire you
want to share, please reach out to me or Eileen Camp. We’d be eager to listen as we seek to pay attention to
where God’s Spirit might be calling.
Peace in Christ. Lisa+

Habitat for Humanity
St. Matthew's will be helping to build another house in Hillsborough this
summer. We currently are signed up for three dates in June (the 5th, 12th,
and the 26th). If you would like more information or would like to volunteer, please contact Ellen McRae at mcraeke@aol.com or 919-630-0587.

Racial Justice and Reconciliation Committee
The RJRC encourages members of St. Matthew’s and others to participate in the celebration of Juneteenth
on June 19th in Durham. Please see the information on the history of this commemoration of the end of
slavery and details of the event in Durham.
The committee has paused its programs over the summer, but planning for the fall is underway. The Civil
Rights Museum in Greensboro is open again, but guided tours are not yet available. The visit planned for
March, 2020 had to be cancelled, but we hope to reschedule when more COVID restrictions are lifted. A visit to the Pauli Murray Center for History and Social Justice in Durham is another outing to be
scheduled for the fall. The documentary about Pauli Murray, My Name is Pauli Murray, which was screened
at the Sundance Film Festival in the winter, is expected to be released on Amazon later this year and we
hope we can have a group viewing. A section of the library in the Graebner Room will be dedicated to materials relevant to racial justice, so be on the lookout for books such as Caste, White Fragility, The New Jim
Crow, and Proud Shoes, which you are welcome to borrow. The soon-to-be-live new section for the RJRC on
the church website will also have suggestions for reading, movies, etc. The work continues and educating
ourselves is a vital part of the work. --Jane Clunie

June 2021

Page 5

Observing and Celebrating Juneteenth: June 19th, 2021
Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of slavery in the United
States. Dating back to 1865, it was on June 19th that the Union soldiers, led by Major General Gordon
Granger, landed at Galveston, Texas with news that the war had ended and that the enslaved were now free.
Note that this was two and a half years after President Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation - which
had become official January 1, 1863. The Emancipation Proclamation had little impact on Texans due to the
minimal number of Union troops to enforce the new Executive Order. However, with the surrender of General Lee in April of 1865, and the arrival of General Granger’s regiment, the forces were finally strong
enough to influence and overcome the resistance.
Juneteenth is embraced and celebrated by all races and ethnicities in honor, and in commemoration of African American culture and achievements. In 2007, North Carolina became the 26th state to recognize
Juneteenth as a state holiday or a state holiday observance when it is recognized nationally. Cur-rently there is
legislation in the NC General Assembly to declare Juneteenth as an official State Day of Observance. Orange
County recognizes Juneteenth as a County Government holiday in celebration of its significance.
The 16th Annual NC Juneteenth Celebration will be held in Durham, NC on Saturday, June 19, from 1 pm
to 10 pm on East Main Street (between Roxboro and Dillard Streets). This fun-filled, educational, and uplifting event includes entertainment throughout the day featuring national recording artists & local performers,
food & merchandise vendors, health fair, kids zone, exhibitors, fashion show, & more.
-courtesy of Juneteenth.com, spectacularmag.com, and Orange County Government

Re-Entry House Welcome Meal Train
As the ReEntry House opens here in Hillsborough, Pastor Merrill from Hillsborough Methodist Church is
organizing a Meal Train for our new neighbors as they move in, as a way to welcome them. We are hoping to
provide dinners (a main and side dish) for three people for the whole month of June. The plan is to bring
these meals by on the Saturday before, premade and ready to be cooked/heated/assembled as we help our
new neighbors get settled.
The plan is:
 Folks signup for however many meals they can provide per week.
 Meals would be dropped off between 11:00am and 2:00pm on the Saturday before, prepped and ready to
be cooked/reheated throughout the week. Before delivering, folks would need to give Tommy Green or
William Elmore a call, just to make sure someone is at the house to receive them.
 The house is off Carolina Loop, just out 70 toward Durham, so it is fairly convenient for folks to get
there.
All the details, contact information, and location are in the signup. Thank you for any help you can give. The
mission of Reentry House Plus (a nonprofit organization) is to assist formerly incarcerated people to reintegrate back into the community as healthy, productive citizens. The organization believes in second chances
and is committed to doing their part to ensure that people receive the support, skills, and encouragement
they need to rebuild their lives.
Here is the signup:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0D48ACAC22A5FC1-reentry
—Robert
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People News
Thanks to:
 Para Drake, who’s made a huge commitment of time
and care for the youth this year, attending most meetings online and in person;
 Our Parish Work Day Volunteers: Charles & Martha
McCamy, Sharon & Ken Billings, Ellen McRae, Brian
Chandler, Blythe & Jeff Thompson, Yvonne Petitmaire & Jim
Charton, Kate Wisz, Susan Shelton, Chris Ringwalt, Allis
Bass & Ran Hamer, Todd Holland, and Edward Wright;
 the palm weavers and those who prepared the palms
for Palm Sunday: Cindy Cook, Emmaline Phillips, Kim
Powell, Yvonne Petitmaire, Lisa Frost-Phillips; and to
 Mitch Moehring for helping Lisa set up the FFF on May
23.
Congratulations to:
 Kim Powell & Sam Cox at their wedding on May 21;
 Our former Duke Intern, David Nichols and his wife
who are now the proud parents of Anne Helene Nichols
born on May 4;
 Our High School graduating senior, Julianna Hopper;
and to
 Our College Graduates: Emma Wilson, Ethan Wood and
Andrew Merrill, grandson of Nell Schrader.
Recent Hospitalizations:
 Janice Stratton

Photo by Vera Shanley

Parish Operating Budget Status as of the end of April 2021 (33%)
Budget Expenses:
2021 Budget
Total Spent
%
Work Outside the Parish
$65,750
$17,947
27%
Maint. & Improvements
$73,694
$26,042
35%
Clergy-related
$154,977
$49,160
32%
Administrative
$91,673
$29,608
32%
Christian Ed. Program
$53,746
$21,531
40%
Worship-related
$49,087
$14,725
30%
Expenses Total:
$488,927
$159,013
33%
Budget Income:
2021 Budget
Total Received
%
Plate/Gift Offerings Received
$40,000
$18,726
47%
Pledge Payments
$443,140
$198,648
45%
Other
$21,600
$20,225
94%
Income Total:
$504,740
$237,599
47%

Thank you St. Matthew’s
Sunday school teachers!!
You are all amazing. This has been a difficult year on many fronts, and I am so
grateful for the dedication, creativity, and
joy that our Sunday school teachers have
brought to this program year.
Children and Youth Leaders / Mentors:
 Aurora Toennisson - Godly Play
 Angela Jones - Growing in Christ
 Mitchell Moehring - Growing in Christ
 Para Drake - Youth Group and Family
Faith at Home
 David Nichols - Youth Confirmation
 Chris Peterson - Family Faith at Home
and Youth program planning
 Rebecca & Nick Gallegly - Family Faith
at Home
 Sarah & Robb Smylie - Family Faith at
Home
 Anne Kenyon - Youth Program Planning and movie night chaperone
 Lisa Frost-Phillips - literally everything
always
Youth Leadership and Helpers:
 Kelly and Anna Peterson for stuffing
Easter eggs
 Emmaline and Téa for hiding Easter
eggs
 Téa Jones, Madi Swain, and Julianna
Hopper for their service on Youth
Leadership Council this year
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Mon

7
6:30p EfM (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

14
10a Archives & History
6:30p EfM (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

21
10a Archives & History
6:30p EfM (F)
8:30p Compline (W)

28
10a Archives & History
8:30p Compline

6
Pentecost 2 / Proper 5
OCIM Sunday
8a Holy Eucharist (church)
10a Zoom Morning Prayer (W)

13
Pentecost 3 / Proper 6
8a Holy Eucharist (church)
9:30a Zoom Morning Prayer (W)
11a Holy Eucharist &
Parish Picnic (grounds)

20
Pentecost 4 / Proper 7
8a Holy Eucharist (church)
10a Zoom Morning Prayer (W)

27
Pentecost 5 / Proper 8
8a Holy Eucharist (church)
10a Zoom Morning Prayer (W)
7p Women’s Singing Circle

Zoom Formation : https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8793263231

Zoom MEETING : https://zoom.us/j/8648313120

Zoom WORSHIP : https://zoom.us/j/2782817521

Sun

29 St Peter & St Paul, Apostles
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

22
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

15
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
5p Newsletter deadline
7p Vestry (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

8
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
11a Staff Meeting (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

1
7:30a Tuesday Silence (W)
5:30p Ends & Means (Ed Bldg)
8:30p Compline (W)

Tue

30
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (Church)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

23
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (Church)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

16
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (Church)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

9
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (Church)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

5p For Those Who Live Alone (M)

2
8a Morning Prayer (W)
Noon Eucharist (Church)

Wed

24 The Nativity of St John
the Baptist
8:30p Compline (W)

5p Parish Pastoral Group (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

8:30a Breakfast Fellowship (M)

17

10
8:30p Compline (W)

3
5p Parish Pastoral Group (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

Thu

25
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

18
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

11 St Barnabas the Apostle
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

4
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

Fri

26
Habitat for Humanity Workday

19

12
Habitat for Humanity Workday

5
Habitat for Humanity Workday
9a Shawl Ministry

Sat
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Faith & Arts
Kim Powell and Faith and Arts
has launched Season III of the
St. Matthew's Podcast. This new
season features interviews with
six artists and creative folk from
different mediums and practices
in our community. It explores
the imagination and creative
presence among our own community as we continue to quarantine and discussing how each
artist's particular faith experience
informs and connects to their
artistic work. Listen to Kim interview photographer Holden
Richards, poet Jerry Eidenier, baker
Mary Rocap, woodworker Domenic Tiani, painter Hunter Taylor,
and iconographer, Mimi Games.
https://
stmatthewshillsborough.org/
podcast/

Parish Wide Poll for Regathering
We want to hear from YOU!!!
https://tinyurl.com/stmattsregather.

