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An Anchor for Election Week
Most of us feel anxiety about the upcoming election — regardless of who we will vote for. Who will be the
next president? How will the transfer of power happen? There are presentiments of a long, contested election
that are keeping many of us up at night.
As you pastor, rector, and priest, I want to offer you a point of clarification, an anchor for these storms.
As baptized folk, our ultimate allegiance, now and always, is to Jesus. It is in Jesus alone, and in his Gospel,
and in his Church, that we find true human identity, true purpose in life, and discover the jaw-dropping
beauty of living with God on this earth.
Now, who wins the election will likely change, in one way or another, the *outward context* in which we live
our Christian vocations. This is why it is important to vote. But who wins the election, and whatever changes
happen in our country as a result — this cannot even touch who we are, whose we are, and why we are. It
can’t so much as smudge the beauty at the heart of our lives.
 Our identity is in being the beloved sons and daughters of God, celebrated each day with gratitude
and thanks.
 Our mission is to witness to God’s presence in this world, in acts of love and truthfulness thus giving
greater glory to God.
 Our beauty is that God actually does work through us, often in spite of ourselves.
Sometimes I think that we, as creatures, are going to glorify God no matter what we do. If we spend our entire lives going against God, then are lives become the medium through which God’s mercy and forgiveness
is revealed. This will be a very humble way to enter heaven — the mighty being brought low, all deceit revealed. The eye of the needle. But if we spend our lives learning to go with God, then our lives also become a
place where God’s grace is revealed — our co-operating with God. In the former case, we are slaves of God —
revealing God’s love against our own will. In the latter, we are friends of God — revealing God’s love with the
yielding of self to Him. The joy of being Christian is that we get to be friends of God, in our lives exactly as
we have them, revealing God’s mercy and also God’s grace.
This ultimate glorification of God in all things, regardless of what we do, is I think what ancient Christians
meant when they proclaimed Jesus as Lord. This was not a vague sentiment: it was a direct statement aimed
at the Emperor, relativizing his authority in their lives — and one that made a lot of people uneasy with them.
They might have allegiances to their families, their city states, their cultures, but their allegiance to Christ
transcended all of this. Christ is Lord of all, before whom all are judged and the reality of all is may clear. He
is the one whom none escape.
For our time, we might say Jesus presides over the universe. Jesus presides and determines all the final truth
and value of…everything. And in his presiding, he is the only eternal president who holds our souls, and this
whole world, in life. Nothing that happens next week can change that.
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In-Person Eucharist Services Offered
Register Here: https://tinyurl.com/stmattsscreening



Monday, November 2: The Commemoration of All Souls day. Eucharist with prayers for our loved ones
who have gone before us. 12pm. Outside, in the Memorial Garden. (see article on page 5.)
Wednesday, November 4: Eucharist in the Memorial Garden at 2:00 p.m.
Pease mask up if you come into any of the buildings on the church property!!
And remember, ALL in person activities at the church require the health screening form.
Parish Work Day:
Saturday, November 7 (Rain Day: November 14)
9:00-Noon
Help us spruce up the place. Some of the tasks include mulching, cleaning grave
stones, and tidying up our wooded walkway. Questions? Contact Jim Charton.

Christian Formation
Faith Formation for the St. Matthew’s Family
Faith Formation for the St. Matthew’s Family (all ages) continues this year with monthly intergenerational
programming on the Zoom Formation Channel following Sunday Morning Prayer. We hope that all members of our parish family--not simply those with young children--will consider joining us for worship. On November 1st at 10:15am, all are welcome to attend our Celebration of St. All Saints’ Day.
Children
Join us at 10:15am on the Zoom Formation Channel for Formation Hour. See below for November’s Program Offerings:
 November 1— All Saints’ Sunday FFF
 November 8— Virtual Growing in Christ led by Angela Jones and Mitch Moehring
 November 15— Virtual Godly Play led by Aurora Toennisson
 November 22— Faith at Home: Reflecting on the Saints
 November 29— No Sunday School (Thanksgiving Weekend)
Register now to receive a kit of Faith at Home materials for December! The deadline for registration is November 18th. You will receive weekly devotionals and other activities to explore with your household at your
own pace each month. Subscribe to our children’s formation newsletter for more up to date information
throughout the month! Questions? Email Kim at kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org
Youth
Join us 4:00pm-5:00pm on the Zoom Formation Channel biweekly for Youth Group. Confirmation Class
will meet on the alternating weeks at the same time. See the weekly updates for the zoom information.






November 1 — Confirmation Class
November 8 — Youth Group
November 15 — Confirmation Class
November 22 — Youth Group
November 29 — No Youth Group or Confirmation (Thanksgiving Weekend)

Subscribe to our youth formation updates for more up to date information throughout the month! Questions? Email Kim at kim@stmatthewshillsborough.org
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FeST NEWS!
We hope everyone is getting excited for FeST.
The good news is, we’re having FeST. The date is set for Saturday, December 5th. Although this year, it’s going to look a little different: we’re having
a preorder, “drive by” version, where you’ll be able to preorder goodies
ahead of time and then drive by on December 5 to pick them up.
There will be three things available for preorder: 1. FeST Surprise Boxes;
2. FeST Wreaths and Roping; 3. Special order Baked Goods (some of the
same items you’ve been able to purchase in past years.)
We have been amazed that over fifty people have signed up to donate cookies, paper crafts, breads, granola, homemade canned goods, ornaments,
masks, cards, knitted items to go in our FeST surprise boxes….SO MANY
wonderful things! Each box will contain a variety of small handmade homemade goodies for you to be surprised by and enjoy and/or to pass along to others, maybe as a stocking stuffers? THANK YOU to all who
will be donating!
In addition, Karen Ireland has lined up several people to make special order baked goods that can be ordered
ahead of time. She’s right this moment accumulating a list of items you’ll be able to pre order. Keep your eye
out for it. And Bob & Susan Shelton have generously offered to coordinate wreaths and roping again. They
would welcome additional volunteers to help place wreaths in the churchyard and deliver wreaths and roping
at the drive by pick up. Please let Bob know if you can help.
One tidbit to add here, the day of our “drive by” FeST (December 5) coincides closely with the feast day of
St. Nicholas (December 6), who’s remembered far and wide for his for generous and anonymous gift giving…. What better way to honor St. Nicholas than to purchase a FeST box or some goodies or even a wreath
and deliver it anonymously to a friend, even a stranger, as a gift. And in the same spirit of St. Nicholas,
you’ll be helping to raise money for people in need in our community.
With thanks and excitement and grateful to God for all of your generosity that makes this possible!
--Phyllis Wright, Kim Powell, and Lisa Frost-Phillips
It’s Time to Order Your
FeST Wreath
Beautifully scented and freshly made Fraser fir wreaths are being sold as part of FeST. Pine garlands, available in 25-foot sections, are also available again this year. We will accept orders for wreaths, which come complete with a jaunty red bow, and garland through Monday, November 16. Order forms are in the Ruffin
House and are also available online on the St. Matthew’s website both on the home page and on the FeST
page. Wreaths will be available for pick-up at FeST on Saturday morning, December 5. Please contact Bob
Shelton if you have any questions about wreaths or garlands.
The History of FeST
Held annually on the first Saturday of December, FeST has roots that stretch all the way back to 1867. Originally called the Festival of the Society Tree, ladies of the church sold needlework to raise money for people
in need and for the church itself. At this time, Christmas trees were a novelty, and the ladies displayed their
sale items on a large evergreen bedecked for the holiday season. Fast forward some 150 years, and the Festival of the Society Tree was reborn as FeST. This year marks the 12th anniversary of FeST in its modern incarnation. All proceeds go to support our neighbors in need in Hillsborough and Orange County.
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Social Ministries
The Annual Pecan Sale for Alamance Orange Prison Ministry
It's that time of year again, time for pecans! Although things are a little different this year, Alamance Orange
Prison Ministry is still doing their annual pecan fundraiser. Remember all funds raised go towards supporting a full time chaplain as well as programming at Orange Correctional Center right here in Hillsborough.
All orders will be taken online this year since we won't be seeing each other in person, and orders are due by
Friday, November 6th. You have two options for how to order. You can order and pick up directly from
AOPM on their website here - https://aoprisonministry.org/support-aopm/pecans/. Or you can order and
pick up from me by filling out this google form - https://forms.gle/UrzyDvDcmyCtEBkF8. Either way, your
support is very much appreciated. If you have any questions you can reach me at robb.smylie@gmail.com.
--Robb Smylie
Orange Congregations In Mission
Providing Beef Stew to Orange Congregations in Mission Food’s Pantry is a commitment St. Matthew’s has
made and kept for years now. If each of us brings a can
or two, we’ll meet the monthly goal of 175 cans. We
hope that you will also consider contributing to OCIM’s
Holiday meals. Bring your donations by the church anytime. Drop them in the basket under the alcove of the
Hayden Building or leave them by one of the doors.
OCIM Ingathering
November 1
Monthly Goal
175 cans of Beef Stew + Thanksgiving Meals
Racial Justice and Reconciliation Committee News
The RJRC will be hosting a discussion of To Free a Family: The Journey of Mary Walker by Sydney Nathans on
Tuesday, December 1, at 7:00 pm on the meeting channel. Margaret Brill will lead the discussion. As you
will see below, there is a connection to St. Matthew's in this true story.
Prior to the Civil War, thousands of African Americans escaped from slavery, but because few recorded their
experiences, little is known about their efforts to forge new lives in freedom. Mary Walker, the focus of this
study, was a light-skinned fugitive who escaped from a North Carolina planter (Duncan Cameron, owner of
Stagville) when she accompanied them to Philadelphia in 1848. Her history, though unique in many ways, is
illustrative of the hardships and challenges such migrants faced and the support they sometimes received
from abolitionist networks. Her efforts to preserve her freedom, gain economic independence, and locate
and purchase the freedom of her children still held as slaves is pieced together here by Nathans from the papers of Northern abolitionists and Southern slaveholders.
The paperback is available from Purple Crow Books on W. King St. for $17.00 (book club rate), from Amazon for $20.53 new or about $8.00 used. For download on your Kindle it is $12.60.
In January, we will be discussing Caste, by Isabel Wilkerson, Pulitzer prize winning author of The Warmth of
Other Suns. Details to follow.
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Feast of All Faithful Departed
Please join us for a service commemorating the Feast of All Faithful Departed with Holy Eucharist on Monday, November 2, at
noon in the Memorial Garden. This service, otherwise knowns as
the Feast of All Souls, dates back to the 10th century; it developed
as an extension of All Saints on November 1. It was a day set
aside to offer prayers and devotions for those who had died in the
faith but who might not otherwise be remembered in the larger
Church- beloved family members, friends and others. There will
be opportunity in the prayers to name silently or aloud those
members of your own family and friends who have died and we
will say by name parishioners who have died in the last year at St.
Matthew’s.
Altar Guild News
Hello!
We are seven months into Covid-19 and are seeing wonderful
signs of resilience in our parish. Our Zoom services remain well
attended. We have enjoyed them immensely at our house. Thanks
to everyone involved.
The Altar Guild has set up for two outdoor services so far. Mary
Ann Plambeck attended the first service as they walked through the
processes. She sent me pictures and I set up a tray for the second
service. I have not attended a service yet, but look forward to it
soon. Some sweet volunteers managed the clean up yesterday!
Thank you so much to Jean and Linda!
We will let you know when we might make a schedule! Baby steps!
Enjoy this wonderful weather and continue your activities that
support your health and wellness.
--Kathy von St. Paul and Mary Ann Plambeck

Those we will be remembering at
our All Saints’ Service, with ties to
St. Matthew, who have died in the
last 12 months include:
Steve Apple
Jean Hachett Arnold
Robert Henry Arnold
Jackie Boada
Bill Bailey
David Boe
Helen Burris
Eddie Eastman
Alex Gallis
John Harnisch
Brad Hoelscher
Mary Kathryn Monteith Hupman
Emanuel Kavros
Charles Kirgbaum
Jodie Kotlarek
Mary Louise Lau
Charles McDuffie
John Mitchell
Lucille Munger
Frances Risher
Colleen St. Paul
Bob Snyder
Gene Thompson
Ruby Tilley
Walter Wolfe
Kathy World
An Outdoor
In-Person
Eucharist
in the
Memorial Garden
In October
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People News

Stewardship Update

Thanks to:
 David Nichols and Amy Peterson for taking on the role of “Holy
Folders” in getting the Stewardship Packets out
 Katie Efland and Morgan Pope for being superb zoom photographers
 The Reconsideration of the Ruffin Name Small Groups Facilitators and Recorders under the leadership of Jim Shanley and
Ran Hamner: Rick Brewer, Jim Charton, Conrad Fulkerson, Jehanne
Gheith, Steve Hutson, David McDuffie, Yvonne Petitmaire, Robb
Smiley, and Sonja Tilley
 Ken & Sharon Billings, Susan Shelton, and Pelham Jacobs for reseeding the area in front of the Education Building.
 the folks at St. Matthew’s who took the time to send me kind
messages of love and support for the recent passing of mother
Lois (from John Pearson)
New Contact Information
 Lisa Frost-Phillips & Dickson Phillips: 519 Tilley’s Farm Road,
Chapel Hill, 27516
Hospitalizations:
 Bartow Culp remains in rehab in
South Carolina. Bob Morgan is home
with Jeff & Blythe Thompson with hospice
care.
Recent Deaths:
 We extend our sympathy to John &
Gail Pearson at the death of John’s
mother, Lois Jane Pearson, and to
 Judy Snyder at the death of her husband, Bob Snyder on October 27

To all who have returned their
pledge forms, thank you for your
support and generosity. If you have
not yet returned your pledge form,
it can still be dropped by the office,
or completed online at the St. Matthew’s web page (see top, right
“Give”) option. We have received
$338,550 from 114 pledging units.
Our goal is $425,000. We’re 79%
there!

†Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord:
And let light perpetual shine upon them.†

Parish Operating Budget Status as of the end of September 2020
Budget Expenses:
2020 Budget
Total Spent
%
Work Outside the Parish
$84,111
$47,458
56%
Maint. & Improvements
$72,356
$51,269
71%
Clergy-related
$151,523
$108,164
71%
Administrative
$89,342
$64,588
72%
Christian Ed. Program
$54,670
$40,698
74%
Worship-related
$47,839
$31,880
67%
Expenses Total:
$499,841
$344,057
69%
Budget Income:
2020 Budget
Total Received
%
Plate/Gift Offerings Received
$50,000
$26,777
54%
Pledge Payments
$443,331
$339,985
77%
Other
$23,100
$21,300
92%
Income Total:
$516,431
$388,062
75%

A Child’s Response
to Stewardship:
Last Sunday, our 10 year old grandson, Harlon, joined us for worship.
He stayed for the announcements
and he heard that St. Matthew’s
needed $4.50 (actually as you know
St. Matthew’s was talking about our
$450,000.00 yearly budget. But he
heard $4.50. He left briefly and returned with a hand full of his cash.
He said grandruthie (that’s my
grandmother name) I have $4.01 I
know they need $4.50 but I’d like to
give this for what they need and
maybe someone else will have the
$.49! Such a precious boy.
--Ruth & Bill Wiley
Your small reminder to pledge!!

1

Advent 1
29
9:15a Morning Prayer (W)
10:15a Sunday Forum (W)
7p Women’s “Singing” Circle &
Compline (W)

Christ the King
22
9:15a Morning Prayer (W)
10:15a Sunday Forum (W)
10:15a Children’s Formation (F)
4p Youth Group (F)

Pentecost 24
15
9:15a Morning Prayer (W)
10:15a Sunday Forum (W)
10:15a Children’s Formation (F)
4p Youth Confirmation (F)

Pentecost 23
8
9:15a Morning Prayer (W)
10:15a Sunday Forum (W)
10:15a Children’s Formation (F)
11a Inquirers' Class (W)
4p Youth Group (F)

All Saints’
9:15a Morning Prayer (W)
10:15a FFF All Saints’ (F)
4p Youth Confirmation (F)

Sun

St Andrew the Apostle
6:30p EfM (Hugh Tilson’s
Zoom Link)
8:30p Compline (W)

5:30p Food for All
Gordon Carlson’s Team
6:30p EfM (Hugh Tilson’s
Zoom Link)
8:30p Compline (W)

6:30p EfM (Hugh Tilson’s
Zoom Link)
8:30p Compline (W)

6:30p EfM (Hugh Tilson’s
Zoom Link)
8:30p Compline (W)

Noon All Souls’ Eucharist
(Memorial Garden)
6:30p EfM (Hugh Tilson’s
Zoom Link)
8:30p Compline (W)

Mon

30

23

16

9

2

7:30a Morning Silence (W)
7p Visio Divina
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30a Morning Silence (W)
10a Staff Meeting (M)
5:30p Food for All / Hugh’s
Team
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30a Morning Silence (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30a Morning Silence (W)
10a Staff Meeting (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

Tue

24

17

10

3

25
8a Morning Prayer (W)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

18
8a Morning Prayer (W)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

11
8a Morning Prayer (W)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

4
8a Morning Prayer (W)
2p Eucharist (Memorial Garden)
5p Those Who Live Alone (M)
7p Choir (M)
8:30p Compline (W)

Wed

12

5

Thanksgiving Day
Office Closed

26

19
8:30a Fellowship Breakfast (M)
7:30p Adult Bible Study
(Hugh’s Zoom)
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30p Adult Bible Study
(Hugh’s Zoom)
8:30p Compline (W)

7:30p Adult Bible Study
(Hugh’s Zoom)
8:30p Compline (W)

Thu

Office Closed
8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

8a Morning Prayer (W)
8:30p Compline (W)

Fri
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27

20

13

6
9a Parish Work Day
9:30a Shawl Ministry

Sat

28

21

14

7
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Visio Divina: Tuesdays at 7pm
Here’s an invitation to join our Duke Divinity
School Intern, Amy Peterson for Visio Divina:
This Advent, join me for Visio Divina! We'll meet
once a week to share artwork and images related to
the week's lectionary texts, and we’ll reflect together
on the Scripture and what the art shows us about it.
If you're interested, email me, Amy Peterson,
(coamyp@gmail.com) for more details.






November 24 - reflecting on Advent 1
December 1 - reflecting on Advent 2
December 8 - reflecting on Advent 3
December 15 - reflecting on Advent 4
December 22 - reflecting on Christmas
Important FeST Ordering Dates to Remember:
FeSTive Surprise Boxes: Order by 11/15
Wreaths and Garlands: Order by 11/16
And
Baked Items Order on Sunday 11/8 from Noon to 3:00 p.m. by calling Karen Ireland at 919-732-7538 or 919-491-0210. The items will be announced a little later.
More information is on our website: Heritage / FeST

