MORNING PRAYER
PENTECOST 17 / PROPER21
SEPTEMBER 27, 2020
OPENING SENTENCE
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. Philippians1:2

CONFESSION OF SIN
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your Name. Amen.
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen.

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER
V: Lord, open our lips.
R: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
Alleluia

THE VENITE
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
Come, let us sing to the Lord; *
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving *
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.
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The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
For the Lord is a great God, *
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth, *
and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it, *
and his hands have molded the dry land.
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, *
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand. *
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
The earth is the Lord's for he made it: Come let us adore him.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE PSALMS APPOINTED:
Psalm 66 Jubilate Deo
1

2

Be joyful in God, all you lands; *
sing the glory of his Name; sing the glory of his praise.
Say to God, "How awesome are your deeds! *

because of your great strength your enemies cringe before you.
3

All the earth bows down before you, *
sings to you, sings out your Name."
4
Come now and see the works of God, *
how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people.
5
He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot, *
and there we rejoiced in him.
6
In his might he rules for ever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; *
let no rebel rise up against him.
7
Bless our God, you peoples; *
make the voice of his praise to be heard;
8
Who holds our souls in life, *
and will not allow our feet to slip.
9
For you, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us just as silver is tried.
10
You brought us into the snare; *
you laid heavy burdens upon our backs.
11
You let enemies ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of refreshment.
12
I will enter your house with burnt-offerings and will pay you my vows, *
which I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble.
13
I will offer you sacrifices of fat beasts with the smoke of rams; *
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14

15

16

17

18

I will give you oxen and goats.
Come and listen, all you who fear God, *
and I will tell you what he has done for me.
I called out to him with my mouth, *
and his praise was on my tongue.
If I had found evil in my heart, *
the Lord would not have heard me;
But in truth God has heard me; *
he has attended to the voice of my prayer.
Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, *
nor withheld his love from me.

Psalm 67 Deus misereatur
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

May God be merciful to us and bless us, *
show us the light of his countenance and come to us.
Let your ways be known upon earth, *
your saving health among all nations.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, *
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations upon earth.
Let the peoples praise you, O God; *
let all the peoples praise you.
The earth has brought forth her increase; *
may God, our own God, give us his blessing.
May God give us his blessing, *
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe of him.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

THE LESSONS
A READING FROM EZEKIEL 18:1-4, 18:25-32
The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the
land of Israel, "The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children's teeth are set on edge"?
As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all
lives are mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person
who sins that shall die. Yet you say, "The way of the Lord is unfair." Hear now, O house of Israel:
Is my way unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have
committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness they have
committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. Because they considered
and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live;
they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, "The way of the Lord is unfair." O house of Israel,
are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? Therefore I will judge you, O house of
Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your
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transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast away from you all the transgressions
that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will
you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone, says the Lord GOD.
Turn, then, and live.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

CANTICLE 16: The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus
Luke 1:68-79
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; *
he has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty savior, *
born of the house of his servant David.
Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would save us from our enemies, *
from the hands of all who hate us.
He promised to show mercy to our fathers *
and to remember his holy covenant.
This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, *
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
Free to worship him without fear, *
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.
You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, *
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
To give his people knowledge of salvation *
by the forgiveness of their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God *
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, *
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

A READING FROM PHILIPPIANS 2:1-13
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the
same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit,
but in humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own
interests, but to the interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be
exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And
being found in human form, he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death-even death on a cross. Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is
above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on
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earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the
glory of God the Father. Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in
my presence, but much more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; for it is God who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good
pleasure.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

SEQUENCE HYMN #435: AT THE NAME OF JESUS (VV.1-3,6)

A READING FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 21:23-32
When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he
was teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this
authority?" Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then
I will also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from
heaven, or was it of human origin?" And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From
heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not believe him?' But if we say, 'Of human origin,'
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we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We do
not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these
things. "What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go and
work in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will not' but later he changed his mind and went.
The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir' but he did not go.
Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I
tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you.
For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax
collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your
minds and believe him.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

THE SERMON
THE APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ,
his only son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS
V: The Lord be with you.
R: And also with you.
Let us pray.

Robert Fruehwirth
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Our Father, who art in heaven
hallowed by thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen

COLLECT FOR PROPER 21
O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness
of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Let us pray for the Church and for the world.
Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world. We pray for Justin the Archbishop of
Canterbury, Michael our Presiding Bishop, Sam and Anne our Bishops with all bishops, priests,
and deacons. We pray for churches in our Diocese especially: St. Margaret’s, Waxhaw and
Grace Church, Weldon. We also pray for Pastor Holman and Dickerson Chapel AME.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we
may honor one another and serve the common good. We pray for our President, our Congress,
and our State Government. We pray for the Board of Elections personnel and poll workers
during this voting cycle and for an easing of violence and for the spirit of peace to prevail. We
pray for Justice United and Durham CAN.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly
in the service of others and to your honor and glory. We pray for the Eno River Association and
for the communities threatened by wild fires on the west coast and storms on our Gulf coast.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
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Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them,
and love one another as he loves us. We pray for the poor, marginalized, and vulnerable in
Orange County. We pray for inmates, first responders, and healthcare workers. We pray for
educators, students, and parents of school-aged children.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in
their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. We pray for those in our parish family,
especially: Jackie, Mildred, Katherine, Lois, Tom, Molly, Jim, Rowen & Jan, Bob, Ann, Anne,
Daisy, Tom, Champe, Keyon, Bob, Andy & Barrie, Patrick, Laura, and Sandra.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled, and we
pray that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.
Silence
Lord, in your mercy
Hear our prayer.

CONCLUDING COLLECT
CLOSING HYMN: WHAT WONDROUS LOVE IS THIS

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be
with us all evermore. Amen.
2 Corinthians 13:14
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SUNDAY FORUM
THIS WEEK AT ST. MATTHEW’S
CALENDAR
Sunday Morning Gathering (Worship Zoom): 9/27
9:00 Gathering on Zoom
9:10 Silence & Music
9:15 Morning Prayer
10:15 Children’s Programming (Formation Zoom) and Sunday Forum (Worship Zoom)
4:00pm Youth Group (Formation Zoom)
7:00pm Women’s “Singing” Circle Compline (Worship Zoom)
Monday (9/28):
 Food for All / Gordon Carlson’s Team (Fellowship Hall); 5:30pm
 Ruffin Small Group Reflection (Formation Zoom); 6:30pm
 Education for Ministry: 6:30pm
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Tuesday (9/29):
 Morning Silence (Worship Zoom); 7:30am Gathering for Silent Meditation
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Wednesday (9/30):
 Morning Prayer (Worship Zoom); 8am
 For Those Who Live Alone (Meeting Zoom); 5pm / Margaret Brill hosting
 Choir (Meeting Zoom); 7pm / David Arcus hosting
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Thursday (10/1):
 Adult Bible Study; 7:30pm led by Charles Thomas and Jack Troxell (contact Hugh Tilson for
Zoom link)
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Friday (10/2):
 Morning Prayer (Worship Zoom); 8am
 Awareness Through Movement (Meeting Zoom); 9:30am, led by Betty Wolfe
 Compline (Worship Zoom); 8:30pm
Saturday (10/3)
 Shawl Ministry; 9:30am
Sunday (10/4)
 OCIM Sunday
 Our annual Stewardship Campaign begins: Abiding in Faith, Acting in Hope, Anchored by
Love
 Sunday Forum 1st of 3 on Stewardship at 10:15am: Acting with Hope: Elizabeth Hays and
Allison Bass (Worship Zoom)
 Virtual Animal blessing in honor of St. Francis Day at 11:00am (Formation Zoom)

Page 10

PLEASE MASK UP IF YOU COME INTO ANY OF THE BUILDINGS ON THE CHURCH PROPERTY!!
WOMEN’S “SINGING” CIRCLE meets for Compline and sharing on the worship zoom channel
at 7:00pm on Sunday evening (9/27). While we won’t be singing together we can still share
the poetry, readings, and reflections that we are finding meaningful these days. All women
are welcome.
THE 2020 FALL PARISH DIRECTORY
Have you moved? Dropped your land line? Changed your email address? If any of your contact
information has changed in the last year, please send me an email
(welcome@stmatthewshillsborough.org) or call the church office (919-732-9308).
If you are new to the parish and want to be included, please send me your name, address,
phone numbers, and email address. Thanks for your help!!
Want to update your picture, you could send me a recent one as long as it is in a jpeg format.
--Mary Rocap
ANIMAL BLESSING
On Sunday, October 4, at 11am, all are welcome to attend our Virtual Animal Blessing and
Celebration of St. Francis’ Feast Day. Bring your beloved pets to the Zoom Formation Channel
and be sure to pick up a small jar of Holy Water, available October 2nd-3rd in a basket outside
the Hayden Building.
THE ANNUAL GIVING CAMPAIGN BEGINS NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4
Our Annual Stewardship Campaign begins this year on October 4 and concludes on November 1.
Your personal pledge packets will be mailed to you directly this year. Included in your packet is
your Pledge Form and detailed information about the campaign, finances, and programs here at
St. Matthew’s. Your responses are vital to financial planning for the many church programs,
staffing needs, and outreach that enable the gifts St. Matthew’s brings to us and to the
community around us as we reflect on the year’s theme: Abiding in Faith, Acting with Hope,
Anchored by Love.
This year, the annual campaign reaches beyond the financial aspects of holistic stewardship. The
wider mission of stewardship reflects how we care for all the gifts of our lives: our daily lives of
faith, the actions that we will take which reflect our hopeful vision and the love we all feel for
our parish, which anchors us to God and to each other. Therefore, this year we are also including
information about non-financial pledges you can make to St. Matthew’s in the pledge packet.
We are a parish of many talents, and we offer you the opportunity to share your time and talent
with us, as well as treasure.
A BOX FULL OF FEST
Over these past months, many of you have wondered about FeST this year. For obvious reasons,
because of Covid, we’re not able to have FeST as we have known and loved it from past years.
But that doesn’t mean we can’t be creative and think outside the box! This year we’re doing just
that- thinking outside the box with the idea of creating FeST-ive Surprise Boxes, filled with small
handmade treasures to go inside.
The vision is to create boxes stuffed full of handcrafted items and home baked goodies that then
would be sold for a set price, ordered ahead of time. What’s inside the box would be a surprise
for whoever purchases one.
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But in order to make them, we need your help. We need creative “makers and bakers” of any
kind to sign up to offer to make “treasures” to go in the box. The only requirement is that they
be made in increments of ten (ideally), be home made, and fit in a 16”L 16”W x 5”H box. Please
no donations of store bought items - only handmade.
If you can help, please sign up here by October 15 so we know what would be available to go in
the boxes. The more people interested, the more boxes we can make and the more fun we’ll
have! All proceeds from our FeST-ive Surprise boxes will go towards supporting local outreach in
Orange County, as in past years.
With thanks! Phyllis Wright, Kim Powell, and Lisa Frost-Philips
ANOTHER AGAPE BREAD SERVICE: OCTOBER 11
Please let Mary know if you want to order the special bread (order by 5:00 p.m. Thursday,
October 8.
ORANGE CONGREGATIONS IN MISSION BEEF STEW UPDATE
Providing Beef Stew to Orange Congregations in Mission Food’s Pantry is a commitment St.
Matthew’s has made and kept for years now. If each of us brings a can or two, we’ll meet the
monthly goal of 175 cans. We met our September goal. Thank you. October is right around the
corner!! You can bring your donated cans by the church anytime. Drop them in the basket under
the alcove of the Hayden Building or leave them by one of the doors.
FORWARD DAY BY DAY DEVOTIONALS
These booklets ($1), issued quarterly, offer opportunity for daily reflection on the Christian life.
The current booklet runs for August, September, and October. They are on the table of the Ruffin
House foyer if you want to stop by some morning or you can let the church office know and one
can be mailed to you.
PRAYER LIST
We pray for all who are sick, or in any need or trouble, remembering especially the following
members of our parish family: Jackie Fredericks, Mildred Pruessing, Katherine Nelson, Lois Horn,
Tom Vail, Molly Zaragoza, Jim Fesperman, Rowen & Jan Grant, Bob Morgan, Ann Burdette, Anne
Weaver, Daisy Huffman, Tom Sinn, Champe Davis, Keyon Hutson, Bob Snyder, Andy & Barrie
Wallace, Patrick Craft, Laura Middlebrooks, and Sandra Poffenbarger.
And these others for whom our prayers are desired: Melanie Maupin, Betsy Zaragoza, Gene &
Lillian Thompson, Derek Kendall, Harry Dula, Mathew Thomas, Arnold Thomas, Gail Clifford,
Dorothy Garton, Erin Vaughan, Bob Caldwell, Baylor Pisano, John Charton, Lucy Gradowski, Ken
Foland, Savannah Fonvielle, Colleen Paisley, Ben Mueller, Richard Haase, Linda Saterfield, Chip
Joyner, John Logan, the Spurlocks, the Tuckers, John Thompson, Anna Lawrence & Dan Bass, Fred
Edoughs, Timothy, Gogi, Bob, Laura Merrill, Jeannine Beardslee, Brooke Harnisch & Dan Roberts,
Amy, Evelyne Accad, Amalia, Maddie Powers, Joe & Pat McDonald, and Allie.
We pray for all doctors and nurses, service workers, inmates, and the unemployed. We pray for
educators, students, and parents of school-aged children. We pray for the Board of Elections
personnel and poll workers during this voting cycle.

